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BUSINESS NOTICES. 
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x+7As this paper is not sent to any new sub- 
scriber, unless paid for in advance, the reception 


of it will be a sufficient receipt. 
“> Agents or others 
are desired, if the 


delphia, 


Philadelphia, or Baltimore banks. Do not sen 


certificates of deposite. 


.» Any clergyman who will procure four sub- 
one, al send us eight dollars, may have a 


fifth copy gratis for one year. 


Mr. V.B. Palmer, at his newspaper agency, 


New York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Baltimore, 
is duly authorized to procure advertisements for 
i er. = : 
OW ‘thin the last Weel we have received two 
or three requests to have the direction of papers 
changed, without informing us to what post office, 
county, or State, the papers have heretofore been 
gent. Without these, we cannot change the direc- 
tion. i 
‘- Agents and others, in sending names, are 
somal to be very particular, and have each - 
ter distinct. Give the name of the Post Office, the 
Younty, and the State. ; 
“ae hentai are kept with each subscriber, and 
when we receive money from him on his sub- 
scription, it is immediately passed to his — 
xy Agents will notice that we keep an accoun 
with each subscriber. Hence no accounts will be 
kept with the agents; and in transmitting moneys 
on which they are entitled to a commission, they 
will retain the amount of their commission, and, i 
ail cases, forward the money with the names, 80 as 
to make the account even at each remittance. 
Agents and others who Wish to send us 
fractional parts of a dollar, can now do so with- 
out increasing the postage, by remitting pre-paid 
post office stamps, Which can now be obtained at 
ost office. 
“ We invite the attention of those who are 
remitting moneys to the following table, show- 
ing the rate of discount on uncurrent money in 
this city. We earnestly hope that those who 
send money Will endeavor to send such bank bills 
as are at the lowest discount : 


Washincton, D.C. - Par. Maryland - - - -1-2dis 
Baltimore 2 i. = Par. Virginia - at 3-4 dis 
Philadelphia - - - Par. Western Virginia 1 1-2 dis 
New Yorkcity- - - Par. QOhio- - - - - 2 1-4 dis 
New York State - -3-4dis. Indiana- - - - 21-4 dis 
New England- - -1-2dis. Kentucky - - - 2 1-4 dis. 
New Jersey - - -3-4dis. Tennessee - - - 3 1-2 dis 
Eastern Penn.- - -3-4dis. Michigan - - - 3 dis 
Western Penn. - 11-2dis. Canada- - - - 5 dis 
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WASHINGTON, MARCH 5, 1849. 


For the National Era. at 
SKETCHES 
MODERN REFORMS AND REFORMERS, 


GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 


No. 22.—Notices of some Prominent Abolitionists— 
T. Fowell Buzton—Zachary Macaulay—Joseph 
Sturge— William Allen—James Cropper—Joseph 
and Samuel Gurney— George William Alerander— 
Thomas Pringle—Charles Stuart—John Scoble— 
George Thompson. 


having funds to forward 
amount be considerable, to pur- 
chase of some bank a draft on New York, Phila- 
or Baltimore. Smaller ome may _ 
transmitted by mail, observing, when convenient, 
to send large bills on New England, New York, 


amid “thunders of applause.” 
It has already been stated, 


which Lord John Russell, Sir Robert Peel, and 
other distinguished statesmen, were members, 
whose sittings did not terminate till August, were 
indefatigable, and worthy of the highest praise. 
His permitting the reins of leadership in this 
measure to slip into the hands of the compromis- 
ing Colonial Secretary, the next spring, was cen- 
sured by some abolitionists. But no man strove 
more earnestly than he to remedy the defects in 
the ministerial plan. He repeatedly divided the 
House on amendments, and succeeded in reducing 
the period-of spores ticeship one half. . And any 
ground which he might have lost. transac- 
tions of 1833, was nobly redeemed by his subse- 
quent services in bringing to an end a system 
which, at the outset, he had denounced as “ unjust 
in principle, indefensible in policy, and anoma- 
lous, unnatural, and unnecessary.” 

After the abolition of the apprenticeship, Mr. 
Buxton turned his attention to the slave trade. 
In June, 1839, he instituted the “Society for the 
Extinction of the Slave Trade and the Civiliza- 
tion of Africa,” and was appointed its chairman. 
The same year, he brought out an elaborate work 
on “The Slave Trade and its Remedy,” which 
was followed the next year by an enlarged edi- 
tion, extending to some 600 pages. It is the most 
valuable and authentic publication extant on that 
subject. The facts it detailed, as to the extent of 
the traffic, astonished all who paid/a@ny attention 
to what Mr. Pitt had denominated “the greatest 
practical evil that ever afflicted mankind.” While 
for a quarter of a century “the triumphs of hu- 
manity in the abolition of the African slave 
trade” had rounded the periods of orators in the 
British Senate and on the Rock of Plymouth, Mr. 
Buxton proves that in 1840, and for a long period 
before, the victims of the traffic were more nu- 
merous, and its features more grim and bloody, 
than when Clarkson entered upon his philan- 
thropic work in 1786. If Mr. Buxton had done 
nothing more, during his life, than to open the 
eyes of deluded Christendom to the present ex- 
tent of this atrocious piracy, he would be entitled 
to the thanks of mankind. 

The publication of his volume of the proceed- 
ings of his society stimulated the British Govern- 
ment to greater efforts for bringing the traffic to 
anend. Though his main remedy, the civiliza- 
tion of Africa, showed a comprehensive and be- 
nevolent mind, the African expeditions underta- 
ken in accordance with his plan were less suc- 
cessful than he fondly anticipated; and many of 
the best-informed persons became more firmly 
fixed in the opinion, that the only effectual rem- 
edy for the slave trade is the complete abolition 
of slavery itself, and that anything short of this 
is amelioration, and not extermination. While it 
is believed that Mr. Buxton never abandoned his 
favorite plan, yet, till the close of his laborious 
and philanthropic life, he was the steady friend 
of all efforts for the overthrow of slavery and the 
slave trade throughout the world. 

Mr. Buxton possessed large wealth, which he 
liberally devoted to the promotion of benevolent 
enterprises—had a clear and capacious mind, well 
stocked with useful knowledge—was ever under 
the influence of a liberal heart and catholic spir- 
it—and his majestic form, he being about six feet 
and a half in height, gave impressive dignity to 
the lucid style in which he presented his subject, 
whether pleading for justice and mercy before an 
adverse House of Commons, or surrounded by 
applauding thousands in Exeter Hall. 





sprang to his feet, full of excitement with the 
great theme. Members cried, “Divide! divide!” 
in deafening tones. But Harry stood firm, lifted 
his voice above the tempest, and began to roll out 
sentences crowded with big thoughts, while 
Buxton’s shouts of “ Hear! hear! hear!” finally 
silenced the clamor, when, his cheers of the 
matchless eloquence of his colleague becoming 
tagious, Brougham wound up 4 great speech 


that in May, 1832, 
on motion of Mr. Buxton, a committee was ap- 
pointed in the Commons, to inquire and report 
upon the most expedient measures for the extinc- 
tion of slavery throughout the British dominions. 
His labors as chairman of this committee, of 














till the main reliance for home defnce rests with 
an organized militia—till the mine of a free 
commerce has chased the “wood walls” from 
the ocean—till traffic in the land } as free as in 
the wheat it grows—till labor fairl paid, becomes 
labor duly respected—till every s¢t supports its 
own church and clergy, and none qher—till com- 
mon schools, drawing nourishmey from the bo- 
som of the State, nestle in every ‘alley—till the 
precepts of the law are made plain,and its admin- 
istration cheap—till, in a word, ths dogma that a 
favored few are born booted and spurred, to ride 
the masses “ by the grace of God,”has had its last 
day, and the England of the timeg“‘ when George 
the Third was King” exists onlyin the chroni- 
cles of History. | 

In the course of this year (1842) a vacancy hap- 
pened in the representation of Nottingham, a 
town containing some four thousand electors. Mr. 
Sturge was requested to stand as the Radical can- 
didate, merely as an experiment, no one expect- 
ing him to succeed. In*his address to the elect- 
ors, he avowed himself in favor of universal suf- 

e, the severance of the Church from the 
State, and the total repeal of the corn laws; de- 
clared he would not spend a farthing in election- 
eering purposes, (i. ¢., bribing and treating,) nor 
ce any 
oned DY the precepts Of morality; and ur, 

his friends to employ only such measures, during 
the canvass, as would make defeat honorable, 
and add lustre to victory. His opponent. Mr. 
Walter, the proprietor of the London Times, 
stimulated the exertions of his supporters with a 
purse of £15,000. At the close of the poll, Mr. 
Sturge lacked but seventy-four votes of an elec- 
tion. He would have succeeded, but for the ex- 
tensive bribery and intimidation of his opponent, 
who, on this account, was unseated on the reas- 
sembling of Parliament. 
During the last six years, Mr. Sturge has de- 
voted himself, with his characteristic ability, zeal, 
and munificence, to the promotion of general edu- 
cation, complete suffrage, church reform, corn- 
law repeal, slave-trade extermination, universal 
peace, and cognate reforms. 
On the summoning of a new Parliament, in 
1847, he reluctantly consented to contest Leeds. 
In the course of his speech at the hustings, his 
proposer, the venerable Edward Baines, who had 
long represented the town, said : “I have to propose 
for your choice, as one of your representatives in 
Parliament, my friend and your friend, the friend 
of his country and-of the human race, Joseph 
Sturge. With his principles you are well ac- 
quainted. They are the principles of liberty, of 
humanity, of economy, of equal rights, of freedom 
of trade and of thought, of voluntary education, 
of universal peace, and of justice to all mankind, 
of.whatever color and of whatever clime. There 
are in Parliament an abundance of merchants, of 
manufacturers, of bankers, of lawyers, of soldiers, 
of sailors, of ecclesiastical patrons, of peers, and 
of bishops; but there is a deplorable deficiency of 
such men as Joseph Sturge.” In his address to 
the electors, Mr. Sturge gave a thorough exposi- 
tion of his political views, in the face of frowning 
Whigs and hissing Tories, both of whom brought 
forward candidates, and made him the object of 
their common hostility. After a hot contest, he 
was barely defeated by the concentration of a 
part of the Tory votes upon one of the Whig can- 
didates; but the result was a moral triumph for 
Mr. Sturge and his cause. 
Mr. Sturge is a member of the Society of 
Friends, and his beneficent life and amiable de- 
portment are a beautiful embodiment of the prin- 
ciples of that sect. Till within a few years, he 
was extensively engaged in the corn trade, and 
has long been one of the most wealthy and influ- 
ential*citizens of Birmingham. Not satisfied 
with devoting liberal sums and remnants of time 
to philanthropic objects, he withdrew from a 
profitable mercantile connection, that he might 
consecrate all his energies to the advancement of 
civil and religious liberty. With no pretensions 
to literary or oratorical excellence, he is able to 
express his clear and vigorous ideas with terse- 
ness and point, both with pen and tongue. His 
plans, like his mind, are eminently practical; and 














Sir Tuowasas Fowrrr. Rrvron waa the abolition 
leader in the House of Commons during the Anti- 
Slavery conflicts of 1832 and 1833. His life is a 
beautiful illustration of Solomon’s saying, “‘ Train 
up a child in the way he should go, and when he 
is old he will not depart from it.” At six years 
of age, Thomas lost his father ; but there was left 
to him that most valuable of blessings, a vigorous- 
minded, well-educated, virtuous mother, who 
watched his young days with pains-taking solici- 
tude. He was naturally of a sportive, roving 
disposition, and, when at school and college, made 
rather greater proficiency in the practice of hunt- 
ing and fishing than in the study of mathematics 
and the languages. Though his juvenile tastes 
led him to scatter large quantities of that erratic 
grain called “wild oats,” the teachings of his 
mother inclined his maturer years to the cultiva- 
tion of the more profitable fields of Humanity 
and Philanthropy. The training of the child 


Next to Mr. Buxton, if indeed he was not in 
advance of him, Mr. ert 


Miocsmnae 

ed as wide an influence in marshalling public sen- 
timent for the victory of 1833-4, as any other 
person in the kingdom. His services were not of 
an ostentatious kind, being confined chiefly to the 
committee room and the editorial chair. Having 
resided both in Africa and the West Indies, his 
practical acquaintance with the matters in con- 
troversy imparted rare value to his counsels, 
while his acute and powerful pen was in constant 
requisition, to prepare reports of committees, me- 
morials to Parliament, pamphlets for general dis- 
tribution, and articles for the periodical press 
The self-sacrificing spirit in which he wore out 
his life in the cause received additional lustre 
from the rare fact that he coveted none of the glo- 
ry of his good works. 

Mr. Josern Srurce deserves a high place, not 
only among the abolitionists, but among the re- 
formers of Great Britain. Having taken an active 
part in preparing public opinion for negro eman- 
cipation, he recordcd his protest against the ap- 
prenticeship. When contradictory statements as 











was shown in the actions of the man. Mr. Bux- 
ton’s public life was devoted to meliorating the 
condition of the unfortunate classes of society. 
Especially was he the friend of prisoners, crimi- 
nals, and slaves. While a young man, he took a 
lively interest in Prison Discipline—published a 
work on that subject in 1816, being the result of 
observations in the prisons of France and Belgi- 
um—and having taken his seat in the Commons 
in 1819, joined Mackintosh in his efforts to limit 
the death penalty, and soften other severe features 
of the criminal code. His services in and out of 
Parliament turned the attention of the Legisla- 
ture and the country to the wretched condition 
of the English prisons, and produced some salu- 
tary reforms. 

Surrounded by a strong Quaker influence from 
his youth, his mother being a Friend, which was 
subsequently increased by his marriage with a 
sister of the Gurneys and Mrs. Elizabeth Fry, 
(he had been accompanied by J. J. Gurney and 
Mrs. F. in his continental tour,) Mr. Buxton’s 
mind was early turned towards the state of sla- 
very in the Colonies. In 1821, (I think,) imme- 
diately after he had delivered an able speech in 
the House on Prison Discipline, Mr. Wilberforce 
wrote him an earnest letter, alluding to his own 
services in abolishing the slave trade, and request- 
ing Buxton to join him in “a truly holy alliance” 
for meliorating the condition of the negro slaves, 
and ultimately advancing them to the rank of a 
free peasantry ; and, in view of his advancing 
years, solicited Buxton to become his successor in 
“the blessed service,” when increasing infirmities 
should compel him to relinquish the lead to 
younger hands. Mr. Buxton at once threw his 
mind and heart into the work, and his subsequent 
ability and devotion to it justified the compliment 
of Wilberforce, a few years afterwards, when he 
called him his “ Parliamentary Executor.” 

The resolutions of 1823, which have already 
been mentioned, were moved by Mr. Canning, as 
an amendment to a more radical proposition in- 
troduced by Mr. Buxton. To him, therefore, ha- 
manity is indebted for the first important ministe- 
rial step towards abolition, which was the precur- 
sor of all that followed in that direction till the 
end was attained. It is with reference to the de- 


bate on this occasion, I believe, that the anecdote | p 


is told of “ Brougham helping Buxton, and Bax- 
ps helping Brougham.” Buxton was to move 
Proposition, and Brougham was to second 

m. Due notice had been given, and the West 


whi to him, “I pe 
i and then you must cheer me” “A i” 
—— the agitated brewer, who, in the sup- 


Was brewing. But he went on, Brougham crying 





“Hlear! hear! hear!” so vigorously, and stamp. | ent. 





cheer you with all my 


to its operation were confusing the English mind, 

he determined to investigate the matter for him- 

self. Accordingly, in 1836 and 1837 he made a 

tour of the West Indies. Satisfied of the perni- 

cious character of the scheme, he wrote home, ad- 

vising an earnest movement for its abolition. On 

his return, he published the results of his obser- 

vations —the demand for repeal reverberated 

through the British Isles—the days of the appren- 

ticeship were numbered. To him, more than to 

any other man, this consummation is attributable. 

Soon afterwards, he conceived the plan ofa General 

Convention to promote the universal abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade. The result was, “the 

World’s Convention” of 1840, composed of dele- 

gates from many nations and both hemispheres, 

over whose deliberations the patriarch Clarkson 

presided, and which contributed to the overthrow 

of East Indian slavery, and gave an impulse to the 

cause throughout the world. 

Mr. Sturge has been an assiduous laborer in 

other fields of reform. Among the first to embark 

in the movement for the total repeal of the corn 

laws, he participated in it till victory crowned the 
exertions of its friends. During this controversy, 

he became thoroughly convinced that a more rad- 
ical and comprehensive reform was requisite to 
break up the system of class legislation, which 
bore so heavily on the working masses of the 
country. The Chartist enterprise had arrested 
his attention and enlisted his sympathies from its 
beginning. A firm believer in the second, if not 
the first line of Mackay— 

“Cannon balls may aid the Truth, 
But Thought’s a weapon stronger” — 

he could not countenance the violent measures of 
some leading Chartists, and would fain infuse 
into their counsels a more pacific spirit. Advo- 


cating their cardinal doctrines, but wishing to 
base ions om actual observation and ex- 
iment, he visited the United States in 1841, to 


inquire into the working of universal suffrage, 
voting by ballot, equa] representation, and fre- 
quent elections. Returning to England, he pub- 
lished the results of his investigations, which had 
convinced him of the practicability of applying 
the main features of our Con: mal system of 

tation and election to the House of Com- 
mons. At @ meeting of anti-corn-law deputies, 
held at Manchester, in November, after the busi- 
ness for which they had assembled was finished, 
Mr. 8. brought forward the subject of “ complete 
suffrage.” lucid and practical views begat a 
general desire among the deputies for the com- 
mencement of a movement fora thorough reform 
in Parliament. In December following he issued 
a “Declaration,” em the outlines of his 
plan, which ultimately drew to his views a por- 
tion of the Chartists, who, throwing off the old 
eo united with others in adopting that of Com- 


Suffragists. . 

In February, 1842, a meeting of delegates was 

held in London, on the call of Mr. Sturge, con- 

temporaneous], Pcl an me anti-corn-law 
ocnvention, w! asse ¢ protest aga 

Mr. Peel’s new law. After a ant omae. 

y members of the conven 


















and hue, and piercing at once to the kernel. 
mercantile training has given him business habits 
of the first order, making him as efficient in ex- 
ecuting plans as he is shrewd in their formation. 
A little apt to push aside, not to say push over, 
obtuseness and sluggishness, yet he mingles his 
unostentatious activity with such purity of in- 
tention and suavity of manner, as not to offend 
colder and more timid natures, while doing in a 
day what would occupy a month in their hands. 
Should he ever enter the House of Commons, he 
would be found, not among its brilliant, but cer- 
tainly among its most useful members. 

In these hasty sketches it would be impossible 
to name, much less to notice, all who bore a prom- 
inent part in the cause now under review. . The 
Society of Friends alone kept an army in the 
field during the war. And no soldiers did better 
service than the household troops of George Fox. 
I may name William Allen, to whose many vir- 
tues the Duke of Kent gave the highest evidence, 
by appointing him one of the guardians of his 
daughter Victoria—and James Cropper, the mu- 
nificent Liverpool merchant—and Joseph and 
Samuel Gurney, the London bankers, the former 
of whom travelled over the Continent to investi- 
gate the state of its prisons, and made the tour. 
of the West Indies, to examine into the condition 
of the emancipated negroes—and George Wil- 
liam Alexander, who has visited France, Den- 
mark, Holland, and Spain, to arouse them to the 
duty of abolishing Slavery. 

I can only allude to Thomas Pringle, one of 
England’s sweetest and most graceful poets, who 
officiated as Secretary of the London Anti-Sla- 
very Society in its infancy, its vigor, and its vic- 
tory—and Captain Charles Stuart, one of the 
purest and bravest of mankind, whose voice and 
pen were sacred to Freedom—and John Scoble. 
who twice, I believe, visited the West Indies, an 
whose chaste oratory on the platform, and terse 
productions as Secretary of the British and For- 
eign Anti-Slavery Society, were of signal ser- 
vice to the cause. Of George Thompson, whom 
Lord Brougham pronounced one of the most elo- 
quent men either in or out of Parliament, I shall 
speak at greater length, in connection with the 
abolition of East Indian Slavery. A few others 
will also be noticed. H. B.S. 


LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


Harrispure, February 26, 1848. 
In the Senate, this morning, Mr. Johnson, from 
the select committee to whom were referred the 
resolutions of the Virginia Legislature in rela- 
tion to the subject of slavery, and that part of the 
Governor’s message which related to the-same 
subject, reported the following preamble and res- 
kations : 
Resolutaens relative to Slavery in New Mexico and 
California. 
Whereas, by recent treaty stipulations between 
the United States and Mexico, two provinces, 
formerly belonging to and within the jurisdiction 
of the latter Government, were ceded to and ac- 
quired by the United States; and 
Whereas, by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, the power and duty of providing 
Territorial Governments, for the newly acquired 
Seeuaees devolve upon the American Congress ; 
an 
Whereas this new acquisition and new respon- 
sibility have engendered sectional strifes between 
the friends of Freedom and of Free Labor upon 
the one side, and the advocates of Slavery-Exten- 
sion upon the other ; therefore, i 
Resolved, &c., That we, the representatives of 
the people of Pennsylvania, being firm in our adhe- 
= the Federal sasietding cbeort encer te 
compromises—and yielding cheerful obedience 
to the legally constituted authorities of the land, 
do hereby enter our solemn Y a against the 
farther extension of human slavery. 
~ Resolved, ‘That the period of compromises with 
} and concessions to the demands of slavery has 
passed, and that the cherished principles of free- 
dom, the spi Bat he aah aot of an enlightened 
0 











efforts in his behalf, .not-scanc.. 


he goes straight to the subject-matter, sty I can take ho part in the furtherance of any pro- 
off Sie husk. — ry we ica gun Tn a& negotiation o of 





yeas 30, nays 2—Messr Potteiger and Sterrett 
voting in the negative. 


The second coming 












, Mr. King moved to 
amend by striking ow the following words: 
“That the period of cgnpromises with and con- 
cessions to the demands of slavery has passed.” 

A long and interesthg discussion ensued upon 
this motion, which I hjve no time to notice now, 
but will refer to . The amendment was 
then agreed to by the pllowing vote: 

Yeas — Messrs. Bef, Boas, Brawley, Crabb, 
Drum, Forsyth, Fri«, Harris, Hugus, Ives, 
King, Konigmacher, Jawrence, Levis, Mason, 
Matthias, McCaslin, Qrerfield, Potteiger, Small, 
Sterrett, Streeter, Darse, Speaker—23. 

Nays—Messrs. Broolp, Cunningham, Johnson, 
Rich, Richards, Sadley Sankey, Savery, Smy- 
ser—9. 

The remaining resolutons and preamble were 
then adopted, and the whle series passed a final 
reading by an almost manimous vote—Messrs. 
Overfield and Potteige# elone, voting in the 
negative. 





—_— 


For the Natpnal Era. 


PRUDENT \DVICE. 


tt c, wen. 





“ His prudent soul danced on a siwer sixrpence, till it lost 
its breath.” 


When poor people want assistince, 
You must never pass them by— 
But, at a convenient distance, 
See the sorry rascals die. 


Should they corner you, howey*, 
In your necessary walk, 

Then with softened shrug, en@avor 
To console them with your fk. 


Gaze askance, with so'emn sogtets, 
While you proffer them yow prayers: 
Don’t disturb your frightened yockets— 
Hold your tongue concernin; theirs! 
If you must survey their trowle 
ith your justice-beaming :yes, 
Tell them you have seen fall double 
That, with less than half their cries. 
But inform them, that you rally 
Hope they may see better diys— 
For you always loved them dearly, 
Though you must condemntheir ways. 


Should they hint at bread and butter, 
Cant of heavenly food the thst : 

If they mention shelter, mutter 
All about celestial rest. \ 


Show that they may mend theitbreeches 
Pockets, if they’! heed advica: 

Bid them bite, like hungry leechts— 
Scratch, like cats among the mice. 


Mind them of the bull-dog's grippin 
Of the plump estate of owes 2 

Not the least occasion slipping, 
Promising a chance to dine. 


Tell them of the gold of labor; 
Tell them of the wealth of care :— 
If they ask, “ Who is our neighbor ?” 
Growl—the ghost that’s everywhere! 
Then go home, and make thanksgiving 
You were born to fare so well— 
Thriving on your holy living, 
With no soul to lose or sell. 


—< 


INTERESTING LETTER FROM JOUN QUINCY 
ADAMS. 
Ex-Governor William Slade, of Vermont, com- 
municates to the Burlington (Vt.) Courier an in- 
teresting letter which he received from Mr 
Adams in 1847: 
Quincy, Mass., August, 1847. 

My Dear Frienp: I have received your letter 
of the 23d instant, from Saratoga Springs, and 
learn, with great satisfaction, your connection 
with the Educational Movement to which you 
have devoted your future energies. I wish them 
all success, and particularly all prosperity to 
your exertions in the cause of Education, as trib 
utary to the cause of Human Freedom. But my 
career of active life ought, perhaps, even at this 
time, to be entirely closed. It is very doubtful 
whether I shall be again permitted to take any 
part in the affairs of this world ; and at all events 


a ol 
ween 
Great Britain and Portugal, for the suppression 
of the Slave Trade, I think in the year 1843, the 
Portuguese Minister of State was very solicitous 
to introduce a stipulation to limit the time of the 
duration of the treaty ;. and, after proposing sev- 
eral specific periods—to none of which the Brit- 
ish negotiator, Lord Howard de Walden, would 
agree—the Portuguese Minister of State finally 
requested him to ascertain from his own Govern- 
ment, to what period of limitation they would sub- 
scribe. Lord Howard de Walden accordingly 
put the question in a dispatch to Lord Palmer- 
ston, then, as now, the British Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, whose prompt and ready an- 
swer was, that the limitation to which the Brit- 
ish Government would assent was, twelve months 
man the abolition of Slavery throughout the 


The principle thus assumed by the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain is the only one that ever 
will contribute to that great improvement of the 
condition of men upon earth, the abolition of sla- 
very. — If sincerely assumed, and perseveringly 
maintained by the Government of Great Britain, 
its final consummation cannot be long procrasti- 
nated. But until sincerely assumed by the real 
friends of Freedom, as well in England as in 
these United States, the cause of Freedom will, as 
Shakspeare says, 
“ Be bound in shallows and in miseries.” 

There is one improvement in the popular edu- 
cation throughout the Union, embracing within 
itself, and in its consequences, all others. It is 
that improvement which shall administer to the 
soul of every male child, born within the free 
portion of these States, the principle of that oath 
which, it is said, the Carthagenian Hamilcar ad- 
ministered to his son Hannibal, with reference to 
Rome — eternal, inextinguishable hatred, not to 
Rome, nor to any existing nation, but theSlavery 
throughout the earth. The existence of this moral 
pestilence, preying upon the human race, is the 
great evil now suffered by the race of men—an 
evil to be extinguished by the will of man him- 
self, and by the operation ofthat will. Lafayette, 
at the opening of the French Revolution, said, 
that, for a nation to be free, she had but to will 
it. However true that may be of any single na- 
tion, it is undoubtedly true of the whole race of 
man; and we may safely say that, if the will of 
the free portion of this North American people 
could be organized for action, the people of the 
whole American Union would, ipso facto, become 
free. The first step to the organization of this 
National will, must be by an improvement in pop- 
ular education ; and this is, in my estimation, so 
indispensable, that I hold it of little importance 
to attempt any other. : 

The spirit which animated Hamilcar in the ad- 
ministration of the oath to his son, was identically 
the same with that which actuuted Cato in clos- 
ing every speech which he madé in the Senate of 
Rome, with the memorable words, “Delenda est 
Carthago ;” and we have recently had the utter- 
ance of the same sentence from the Moloch of 
Slavery, applied to the angel of light, Abolition. 
Prince Moloch has announced to peers of Pande- 
monium that Abolition is coming in battle array, 
and must be met. She is coming; but I fear it 
will yet be long before Moloch will be called de- 
fensively to meet her. When he does, the trans- 
formation of him and his whole host from giants 
— pigmies, will leave a bloodless victory to Abo- 

ition. 

The revolution to be effected in the North 
American Confederacy, preliminary to the aboli- 
tion of Slavery throughout the earth, is in the 
will of the portion of the American people already 
free. They now suffer themselves to be told that 
Slavery is nothing to them, and they sleep in 
bonds of voluntary servitude. How long they 
Will so sleep, it will be of no use for me to inquire. 
The day of their awakening is reserved for a fu- 
ture age. e 

I conclude with repeating my best wishes for 
the success of your projects for the improvement 
of popular education, and that they may tend, at 
least indirectly, to that ultimate improvement 


policy, and the dictates of patriotism and philan- | which is still the object of my prayers and my 
thropy, alike forbid any farther enlargement of | hopes. Joun Quincy Apams. 
| the area of human William Slade, Esq. 





HON, A. 1, STEPHENS—A TOUCHING STORY. 








him on—he had reached the legal profession ; his 
host had died; the cormorants that prey on the 
substance of man, had formed a conspiracy to 
get from the widow her estates. She sent for the 
nearest counsel, to commit her cause to him; and 

that counsel proved to be the orphan boy years 

before welcomed and entertained by her and her 

deceased husband. The stimulus of a warm and 

tenacious gratitude was now added to the ordi- 

as 2 motives connected with the profession. He 

undertook her cause with a will not easily to be 

resisted ; he gained it; the widow’s estates were 

secured to her in perpetuity; and Mr. Stephens | 
added, with an emphasis of emotion that sent its 

electric thrill throughout the house, “that orphan 

boy stands before you!” 





EXTRACTS FROM SOUTHERN PAPERS. 


From the Louisville Courier. 
EMANCIPATION IN KENTUCKY. 

An idea has been started in Frankfort, by 
members of the Legislature, that Emancipation 
in Kentucky is dead. When it died, and where, 
and by whom it was,killed, are matters upon 
which we have been unableto get any information 
whatever. Yet these are interesting and essential 
points in veritable matters. We cannot assert 
the fact, but we have our fears, that the members 
of the Legislature have taken up for themselves 
the idea that adorned the diadem of the modest 
and graceful Louis the Fourteenth, of France— 
that they are the State, and that because they in 
their wisdom wish Emancipstion to be killed— 
therefore, it is killed. But softly, gentlemen— 
you know but little of the spirit and temper of 
the people of Kentucky, if you imagine you can 
thus stifle inquiry; and thus put an end toa great, 
a living principle. Emancipation in Kentucky 
is niether dead, nor is it likely to. die. A princi- 
ple that was honored, cherished, and advocated 
by Washington and Jefferson asa matter of right, 
justice, and truth, is not likely to die. In every 
encounter with the dark and gloomy error that is 
endeavoring to overshadow it, it will renew its 
strength, and go forth to battle with new vigor. 
You might as well attempt to chain the winds, or to 
allay the surges of the ocean by legislative desire, 
as to attempt to chain down the free thoughts of 
the people of Kentucky. 

The slave power in Kentucky is now engaged 
in striking a blow at the prosperity of the State, 
from which it never can recover, if success attends 
the scheme. We allude to the attempt to repeal 
the law of 1833 on the importation of slaves into 
the State. When that law is repealed, Kentucky 
will have attained a preéminence among the slave 
States of the Union—she can point to her laws 
then, and boast, if she has no shame, no sense of 
her wrong, that she is the only slave Territory 
in the Union, where the slave dealer or trader 
has the freedom of the State. There is not a 
slave State in the Union that has not a law simi- 
lar to the Kentucky law of 1833; and if we repeal 
it, Kentucky may take her station alongside of 
the noble commerce that adorns the western coast 
of Africa; she will become the slave mart of the 
Union, and negro traders will be the merchant 
princes of the State. 

In the great debate in the Kentucky Senate on 
the South Carolina Railroad scheme, Mr. Guth- 
rie took occasion to deprecate the attempt to 
make Kentucky the frontier State of a slave 
Territory, but the slave power is now attempting 
not only to make her the frontier of the slave 
confederation, but the rampart of that power. 
And is it to be supposed that the people of Ken- 
tucky will tamely submit to such a state of things 
as this? Those who think so will awaken some 

day from a terrible delusion. 

Emancipation is not dead in Kentucky, nor is 
it likely to die. Such principles as it has never 
die, nor can they be killed. Nor do its enemies 
believe for a moment that itis dead. If they be- 
lieved so, they would not fear to submit the 
question to the people themselves, for a direct 
decision. We dare the enemies of Emancipation 

to put the question to the people of Kentucky, so 

that they may vote on that question alone. They 
Ricccmiaa PROpte: They preter bea Rea riEnS 
noise, confusion, and proclamation of the death of 
what they dare not meet in open encounter. 
This is their wisdom, and, perhaps their best 
policy. 

We prefer, as Mr. Guthrie did, in his great 
speech, in answer to Robert Wickliffe, Esq.— 
Emancipation, to making Kentucky a frontier 
slave State, to fight the battles of the South. The 
spirit of renovation is alive and in vigor, and 
must go forward in its onward march. We are 
decidedly in favor of emancipating Kentucky 
from the incubus that has weighed her down for 
many years, and from the awful dangers that 
threaten her more strongly now than they did 
when Mr. Guthrie so clearly and triumphantly 
pointed them out in the debate to which we have 
refered. 
















From the Paducah West Kentuckian. 
VIRGINIA ON THE WILMOT PROVISO. 


She begins with becoming solemnity: “The 
movement (to dissolve the Union) is one of the 
highest importance, and may involve the gravest 
consequences.” 

That is just our opinion—it will involve the 
gravest consequences, the least of which will be 
the final loss of all her slaves. For now she can 
reclaim them, by law, when they escape into the 
bordering free States, and all the citizens of those 
States, except a few fanatics, feel bound by the 
Constitution to let them alone. But break up 
the Union and that Constitution, and the moment 
her slave sets his foot upon the soil of Ohio or 
Pennsylvania, he is irreclaimably free. The slaves 
will learn this, and where a desire of liberty now 
impels huhdreds to make their long and difficult 
way to Canada, it will then induce thousands to 
make the short and leap of her northern 
frontier. Besides, the people of Pennsylvania 
and Ohio, no longer restrained by what she is 
pleased to call the “compact” between the States, 
would then yield to their natural impulses to in- 
vite her negroes to their liberty. And should 
that embroil her in a war with those Herculean 
powers, it might be set down as one of the 
“gravest cnnsequences,” which the present move- 
ment may involve, without any reference to an 
eae Se domestic foe that it would 
probably excite to rise up, from her h 
to wn and scotdes ny dark. oe 

is withered old d-dame thus 

cut the ridiculous figure of a superannusted belle, 
who, unmindful that her beauty and power are 
gone, still thrusts herself forward to be deferred 
to and followed by her younger and fairer neigh- 
bors: “The eyes of every slaveholding State are 
upon us. By common consent, our sister States 
look to Virginia to take the lead in the present 
momentous crisis.” 

Yes, madam, the eyes of every slaveholding 
State are upon you; the eyesof Kentucky, at least, 
thank God, are upon you; and that is just the apol- 
ogy she has to offer for declining to follow your lead. 
Did she not see that the end of the course which 
you have run is a premature dotage, and the loss 
of all the elements of your ancient supremacy, 
except your arrogance, possibly, she might not 
now beg leave to take. some other. It is because 
she perceives, in your downward progress and 
wretched imbecility, the fatal error of that “ prin- 
ciple” for whose sake you call her to rebellion, 
that she scorns your summons. 


MR. CALHOUN’S ADDRESS. 


The Athens (Tenn.) Post makes the following 
well-timed remarks in regard to the Address of 
Mr. Calhoun and other Southern members of 
Congress, to the South: 

“In drawing up the Address, Mr. Calhoun has 
thrown together, in ig vse array, 2 list of acts 
and opinions by bm eople of the Sea peg 
States, which, he alleges, are aggressions and en- 
pane ‘upon the rights of the Southern 
States and The last, and: upon which he 
calls upon the people of the Southern States to 
unite and to repel, is the threatened ra- 
tion of the Wilmot Proviso into any act of Con- 

ishing a Territorial or State Govern- 


poise The adoption - beg oy A! 
gress, Mr. Calhoun and his coadjai 

would be a clear and palpable violation of the 
Constitution, and should not be submitted to by 
the people and States of the South. If it is un- 
constitutional, the Constitution of the United 
States, in the second section of the third article, 


has provided and a way of as- 
nga ponegioe = of ott con 
another, Jo hostile and acts. 





greas 
ment for the territory recently uired from | pass 
Proviso by Con- 


a solid one. It will be fifty years or & 





cases settled without resorting to brute force, the 
judicial tribunals of the country were establish- 
ed. In determining upon the last, the wishes of 
the majority must be consulted, or else the very 
foundations of a Democratic Government must 
be upturned. 

“If Mr. Calhoun is correct in his opinion, that 
an act of Congress prohibiting the introduction 
of slaves into the newly acquired territory would 

unconstitutional, such a law would be null and 
“7 totally inoperative, and by which no one 
would be bound—all persons might act in the 
premises as though thera was no such act in the 
statute book. We have now, unrepealed, upon 
the statute book of our State, an act of Assem- 
bly, requiring all plaintiffs to endorse upon their 
executions, that they will take current bank notes 
in payment of their debts, before the clerk shall 
issue executions upon their judgments. Who 
ever complies with the requisition of this act? 
No one. Why? Because it is unconstitution- 
al—null and void. If Mr. Calhoun, or any other 
slave-owner who thinks as he does, wishes to re- 
move to California or New Mexico with his 
slaves, let him do so, and let him try, in the con- 
stitutional and peaceable way, the soundness and 
correctness of his opinion, before he involves us 
and our families jn all the horrors of civil war. 
But no, This Constitutional and peaceable man- 
ner of. proceeding will not accomplish his real 
object. To attain his real purpose, this question 
must be kept open as a prop to his ascendency in 
the South; or, if settled at all, it must be by a 
forcible disruption of this Union, that he may 
be first in Verona, rather than second in Rome. 

“In conclusion, we must say that we believe 

that the Constitution and laws of our country 
have amply provided for the protection of all our 
just rights without a resort to force, and we see 
nothing in the present or prospective condition 
of the country which would excuse, much less 
justify, us in “giving aid and comfort” to any 
man or set of men, no matter how elevated he or 
they might have heretofore been in public esti- 
mation, in their efforts to bring about confusion 
and disorganization in our onward march to pros- 
perity and renown.” 





From the Fellowsville (Va.) Democrat. 
“OLD VIRGINIA SPIRIT.” 

The following paragraph we extract from a 
communication in the Weston (Mo.) Sentinel : 

“ Admitting that the people of the Northwest 
have none of the ‘Old Virginia Spirit,’ we sub- 
mit it to the candid judgment of all impartial men, 
whether it is not an argument in their favor. Men 
of our own day have lived to see the ‘Old Domin- 
ion ’—once the greatest in numbers, in talents, in 
wealth, and in everything which ennobles our na- 
ture, of all the States of this Union—retrograde, 
until we find her languid, weak, and effeminate, 
measurably a mark of ridicule—and all, we sin- 
cerely believe, because her rulers have governed 
her upon the ‘ Old Virginia Spirit? We are un- 
equally represented in the councils of the State. 
We are not responsible for her good government. 
We cannot renovate her. We are even refused 
laws for the protection of our own property—for 
improving our own condition with such aid as our 
local situation demands. Is it, then, to be won- 
dered at, were we in truth to reject the ‘Old Vir- 
ginia Spirit,’ and to adopt the more wholesome 
‘spirit’ of our neighbors ?” 

That’s the way totalk. “Old Virginia Spirit ” 
is the spirit of the ass that crushed the chickens 
under his hoofs! We pray the Northwest may 
ever be innocent of it. It is a lethargic spirit—an 
ostentatious spirit—a protect-slavery-and-the- 
slaveholders-in-the-East and the-devil-may-care- 
for-the-rest spirit! We contemn “Old Virginia 
Spirit,” whether our readers do or not ; and would 
rejoice with joy unbounded if it were superseded 
by that proudest spirit on earth, which waves to 
and fro and possesses our fellows from the remo- 
test West—North—to Eastport harbor. ‘“ Oxp 
Vireinia Spirit” seeks exaltation on account of 
honorable ancestry. Anathema sit. Sneers at 
the Northwest, and regards us as little better 
than rebellious slaves, beeause we are not 
wealthy in stupid negroes. Anathema sit. Forces 


us to pay but denies us in a very great 
measure ne Mective Sranchive:” “Snachone str. 


Chooses our Governors, and, through them, every 
other State and county officer, excepting our rep- 
resentatives in Richmond, whom we are allow- 
ed to vote for—provided we can produce the 
property qualification of a voter—and whose 
voices are effectually drowned at the Capitol by 
the unrighteous majority from the seabord and 
centre. Anathema sit. Confronts the Law of God, 
and, to suit the convenience of masters, enacts a 
law of slaveholders, which forbids the negro to 
learn to read and write, to preach the Word of 
God to his fellows, and to resent insults from a 
white man. Anathema sit. Contrives and enacts 
laws, unwholesome, unjust, and oppressive, and 
turns a deaf ear to our remonstrances against 
them. Anathema sit. Isa waning spirit; droop- 
ing—fainting—sinking—dying. Anathema sit. Let 
him die! he is a dotard—weak and effeminate ! 
Down, down, “Old Virginia Spirit.” Up, and 
flourish, spirit of enterprise, industry, liberty, 
learning! 





From the Louisiana Statesman. 


FORBIDDING THE IMPORTATION OF SLAVES 

FROM ONE SIAVE STATE INTO ANOTHER. 

It is not for the “perpetuity” of slavery that 
we should contend. Few men anywhere desire 
it to be perpetuated, and less expect it forever to 
continue in any one of the States. Measures 
especially designed to give it perpetuity in this 
Union would array against us even moderate and 
reasonable men, giving the free States an unbro- 
ken front of opposition. The binding force of 
contracts, the inviolability of constitutional com- 
promises, the nature of State rights, and the ne- 
cessity of preserving the Union, are the unassail- 
able positions from which the South can defend 
itself, without lending strength to its enemies. 
Resistance to incendiary measures is to be made 
according to legal forms and constitutional usages, 
until law and right cease to be respected by the 

great body of the nation; then only extreme 
| measures may be taken. 

The growing probability that a system of eman- 
cipation will soon be adopted by the States now 
bordering upon the free portion of the Union, is 
the result of a natural law that must in time pro- 
duce the same effect elsewhere. Wherever free 
white labor comes in competition with that of 
slaves, a contest begins, which will be ended in 
favor of freedom when the slaveholders are out- 
numbered at the ballot-box. Emancipation in 
Kentucky, Maryland, Virginia, and Missouri, 
can only affect us by throwing into our midst a 
superabundance of black population, and leaving 
us to get rid of it in the best manner we may. A 
contemporary has suggested action on this sub- 
ject, for the purpose of preventing the consum- 
mation of the work of freedom in those States, 
and of rendering Slavery . Tho action 
su, seems proper, but not the reason. 

e should forbid the importation of slaves 
from other States, not to force them to perpetual 
slavery, but to protect ourselves, and e it pos- 
sible for us to emancipate our own colored popu- 
lation, without a conflict of antagonistic races, 
when the proper time shall have arrived. In the 
mean time, by a temperate, judicious, but firm and 
unwavering adherence to our constitutional 
rights, we should cause respect to be paid to that 
institution which, without our assent, has been 
established in our midst, and which cannot be 
suddenly overturned without the destruction of 
individual security and public prosperity. 

We must hold our ground as eq in this 
Confederacy—not as colonial dependants. We 
should defend our constitutional rights and the 
privileges obtained by our fathers, without. be- 
coming propagandists for the perpetuity of sla- 
very. Its ultimate extinction is for our action in 
our own time and mode; nor can we be forced to 
accelerate that period by the danger of aggres- 
sion or the evidence of usurpation. 


From the Mobile Herald. 
THE MIGRATION OF SLAVES. 

The Virginians are getting a little alarmed at 
the proposition, that the Legislature of Alabama 
a law the transportation of ne- 
into the State. The Richmond Times says: 


“The prohibition of Alabama must apply to 
; and that baad 





the slaves of Georgia as much as of 
that of Louisiana to 
to Louisiana. Each cotton State would therefore 


lief, 
reay hr ed 
This is the drift of its argument ; but it is 
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the interest of all” Y 
ryed, To have the first of this class of 
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they are more valuable hgre than there. Our 
natural increase may ultimately produce a “ re- 
dundant population,” but by the proposed law we 
defer the time just so much as useless slave popu- 
lation in Virginia, Maryland, Kentucky, &c., 
would contribute to the redundancy. 

The truth is, the law would be an evil, but the 
less of two evils ; and this is all that can be said 
in its favor. : 


ee 


From the Mobile Herald. 
THE SOUTHERN ADDRESS. 


The fault of that address is, that it does not 
realize to the mind of the reader the extent and 
imminence of the dangers that beset the South- 
ern people. It has not portrayed the deep and 
pervading nature of the convictions upon which 
the free States are so systematically acting. To 
our mind there is but one question for the South- 
ern people to consider, and that is, which of the 
two shall perish, the Union of the States or the 
institution of Slavery? These are the results to 
the one or the other of which this agitation must 
reach, and that, too, in an incredibly short space 
of time, unless the Northern people shall recede 
co the positions they seem to have deliberately 

en. 





THE INTER-STATE SLAVE TRAFFIC, 

The propriety of prohibitory laws, preventing 

the introduction of slaves from one State into 
another, is a subject of anxious inquiry, just now, 
in most of the slave States. A large portion of 
the Southern press take ground in favor of the 
enactment and rigid enforcement of laws against 
introducing slaves from one slave State into 
another. The chief reason given is, that the 
restriction alluded to will force the border slave 
States to keep their slaves, and thus they will be 
forced, from interest, to take sides with the other 
slave States in all controversies on the subject of 
slavery. We have said before that it is with no 
desire to get rid of slavery that the prohibitory 
enactments alluded to are recommended. It is 
contended that the traffic ought to be entirely 
broken up, as then the current of negro emigra- 
tion would be forced to the West, and the “ pecu- 
liar” institution would be strengthened in such 
States-as Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missouri. 
The whole argument on this side of the contro- 
versy is stated in the remarks of Judge Floyd to 
the Grand Jurors of Bibb county, Georgia, as fol- 
lows: 
“1. That the large influx of negroes from 
Maryland, Virginia, and other States, tended to 
depreciate the value of every negro already in 
the State; that it greatly increased the production 
of cotton, and consequently prevented the plant- 
ers of Georgia from securing as high a price as 
they might otherwise obtain. 

“2. That, under the existing state of things, the 
encouragement of negro trading, as at present 
carried on, was virtually paying Virginia, Mary- 
land, and Kentucky, for emanciputing their slaves— 
that, under the existing excitement on the subject, 
they were sending off their young negroes to the 
South, and retaining only the old ones—thus 
securing, at no distant day, the utter overthrow 
of the institution of Slavery in those States. 

“3, That the introduction of slaves, as before 
alluded to, is at this moment silently but effectu- 
ally doing more towards the ultimate destruction 
of our slave institutions than all the efforts of the 
Abolitionists and fanatics in the North; that it 
was holding out a premium to the border States 
to get rid of the agitation, by selling their negroes, 
and becoming as hostile to the South as the 
fiercest fanatics in New England or Ohio.” 

Impressed with the importance of these views, 
he called the attention of the Grand Jurors to 
the provision of the Penal Code and other exist- 
ing “laws, and reminded them that it was their 
duty to notice any violations which might have 
occurred within their jurisdiction. “By the pe- 

nal code of 1833, the introduction of slaves from 
other States is strictly prohibited except to resi- 
dents domiciliated, and to those moving into the 
State with the view of becoming residents. The 
penalty is $500 for each slave illegally introduced, 
and hard labor in the Penitentiary for not less 
than one and not over four years. The Code 
even prohibits, under the penalty of $500 for each 
slave, any one from purchasing, hiring, or receiv- 
ing a slave thus illegally introduced.” 

But while it appears that a majority of the 
Southern press which have spoken out on this 
subject take the same view of the case with 
Judge Floyd, that view is far from being unani- 
mously acceded to. The Southern Banner, Georgia, 
denies the correctness of the policy which seeks 
to prohibit the inter-State slave traffic. The 
following is an editorial of that paper: 

“We consider the whole of this reasoning not 
only fallacious, but if the proposed measures were 
carried out in practice, it would play precisely 
into the hands of the abolitionists, by confining the 
slave to the soil, and producing the necessity for 
emancipation, when it shall be exhausted. 

“That confining the slave to the soil, by prohib- 
iting, on the part of the Federal Government, the 
removal of slaves from State to State, is ‘a part of 
a plan of operations set on foot by the Abolitwnists, 
for the purpose of overthrowing the wstitution of 
slavery within the States) was asserted—and as-- 
serted truly—by the celebrated Atherton Resolu- 
tions, of which we all heard so much during the 
last Presidential canvass. 

“Every Southern man, not even excepting the 
supporters of Millard Fillmore, that ardent 
friend of Southern institutions, was as hot as 
pepper at the idea of the Federal Government 
attempting to prohibit the removal of slaves from 
States; and’so hot did the public indignation 
wax upon this subject, that the darling Vice 
President of the Southern Whigs came very near 
being wrecked in their affections, by the vote he 
gave on the Atherton resolutions, in favor of the 
power of the Government to prohibit such re- 
moval. Nothing could save him but an open re- 
trazit of that opinion, founded upon a decision of 
Judge McLean. Now, whilst we grant that there 
is a wide distinction in point of theory between 
the exercise of an unlawful power by the Federal 
Government and that of a lawful one by the State 
Governments; yet, for the life of us, we cannot 
see why, if the prohibition of the removal of 
slaves from one State to another is calculated to 
overthrow the institution of slavery within the 
States, that result should not as well happen under 
the exercise of the power by the one Government 
as the other. If the Southern States merely 
meant that they would not submit to having their 
throats cut by the fanatics, intending to perform 
that delightful operation themselves, then we 
have nothing to say es they should not go right 

it, as recommended. 

* & We wish it explicitly understood that we have 
nothing to say in defence of the morality of the 
slave trade, properly spenking, But we think it 
would be very unwise to check, in the least, 
the emigration of persons with their slaves from 
State to State, for the e of settlement, or 
the introduction of slaves from other States, for 
‘the use of the purchaser. : 

“ There is a false idea abroad in the community, 
‘that prohibitory laws against the further intro- 
duction of this kind of property in the State 
would make that which we have already in the 
State more valuable. So prevalent is this suppo- 
sition, that it is probably the principal, if not the 
only, foundation for those laws. We find a 
learned judge (Floyd) advancing it upon the 
bench, and sustained in a recent article of the 
Savannah y 


lican. i 

“The value of labor, whether free or slave, like 
commercial commodities, depends upon the sup- 
ply and demand. The demand for slave labor, if 
patra oumall non-importation laws in the 
States, is as wide as the field of cultnre for to- 
bacco, sewer rice, sugar, and the tropical produc- 
tions generally. Let every State pass its non- 
importation laws, and it becomes restricted to 
the limits of . The supply of slave labor 
has been lessened, but the demand also. What 
oa gain by it, should they keep at an even 

put one can see, that if this restrictive 
be adopted, the demand would be 
curtailed in a far greater ratio than it at present 
bears to supply. We repeat, ‘ Let the thing alone’ 
Your policy would lead to not only 
in the border slave States, but in your own, at 
no distant day. You would confine the slave to 


putin he will wear out, and reach the 
very end you are endeavoring to avoid!” 
now see what the nature and 


object of this is. The whole, discus- 

sion is conducted wth © sole ood to ascertain 
whether the prohibitory or free i system 

the most profitable to the slaveholder, 

to prolong the existence of the 





Comror1.—“Is there per rye 4 of the boa 
constrictor biting me?” a visiter at the 
males the least, marm,” re- 
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We again call the attention of our readers to the following 
extract from the “Terms” of the Era: 

“Every subscriber renewing his subscription, and sending 
us two NEW subscribers, shall have the three copies for five 
dollars.” 

A subscriber sends us five dollars for three new subscri- 
bers, and thinks he carries out the spirit of the proposition. 
Undoubtedly. A postmaster, not a subscriber, also sends us 
three new subscribers on the same terms, presuming that.we 
will not object. Certainly not. The‘only difference between 
these cases, and those in which subseribers pay their moneys 
to agents, is, that in the former the subscribers secure to 
themselves the benefit of the commission. This does not 
interfere with our regular agents, but rather helps them, by 
multiplying our readers, and thus extending the field for 


* their operations. ee 


/ 


We hope each snbscriber, as his subscription runs out, 
will bear in mind that, by a little exertion, he may secure 
two new subscribers, and supply himself and them for five 
dollars. 

All communications to the Era, whether on basineas of the 
paper or for publication, should be addressed to 

G. BAILEY, Jun., Washington, D. C. 
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THE INAUGURAL. 


The Inaugural is a well-written, delightfully 
brief document. There is nothing in it worthy of 
special notice, although it contains many excel- 
lent sentiments. As to the future policy of 
General 'Paylor, it gives no light. 


CABINET. 


John M. Clayton is Secretary of State. The 
other appointments, it is currently reported, are 
as follows: 

Mr. Meredith, Secretary of the Treasury ; 

Mr. Crawford, of Georgia, Secretary of War ; 

Mr. Preston, of Virginia, Secretary of the Navy; 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, Attorney General ; 

Mr. Collamer, of Vermont, Postmaster General ; 

Mr. Ewing, Secretary of the Home Department. 
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THE INAUGURATION. 


Probably some twenty or thirty thousand peo- 
ple, from all quarters of the Union, were attract- 
ed to Washington by the ceremonies of the Inau- 
guration. The Procession was highly creditable; 
the act of Inauguration, simple and impressive. 
We have no room for any description. 


——__— 


CONGRESS. - 


We have not room for much comment on the 
events crowded into the last week of the session. 
The Thirtieth Congress has expired — its mem- 
bers generally are on their way home — the old 
administration has terminated, the new, begun. 


” And all this has excited no more wonder, produc- 


ed no more derangement, than the night which 
closes one day and breaks before another. 

We have devoted nearly all the inside of the 
Era to a condensed report of the proceedings 
during the last week of Congress. 

A detailed report would have filled nearly two 
numbers of our paper, have presented too little 
interest to be read through by a majority of our 
readers, and, few who might have read it, would 
have clearly understood it. We have prepared 
such a report as we think will be of interest and 
service to all, accompanying it with explanations 
and comments (enclosed within brackets) which 
Will throw light upon the various movements, 
their causes, bearings, and results. The latter 
part of our report we copy from the Baltimore 
Sun, but when the official report shall appear, we 
may probably prepare an account of the last 
nights proceedings, of which, so far as the House 
Was concerned, we were a witness. ? 

A great triumph has been won for Freedom by 
the firmness and admirable management of its 
supporters in Congress. The Slave Power, for 
this session, is rebuked and defeated. 





OHIO SENATOR. 


The following are the recent ballotings in the 
Legislature of Ohio for a United States Senator: 


First. Serond. 





Third. Fourth. 


Thomas kwing- - 41 41 39 39 
Reuben Hitehcock- 1 0 0 0 
J.R. Giddings - - 9 8 9 1] 
William Allen - -'27 1 0 0 
Salmon P. Chase - 14 52 55* 55 
E. D. Potter- - - 2 0 0 0 
D. Disney - - - 1 0 0 0 
Blank- - - - -11 4 2 0 
Vaughn - - - - 0 0 2 1 


* Two ballots having been deposited for C i 
one, this ballot was set aside. = ee See 


On the fourth ballot, Salmon P. Chase was de- 
clared duly elected. 


Rufus P. Spaulding and William B. Caldwell 
(Democrats) were then elected Supreme Judges 
on the first ballot, each receiving 54 votes. Phil- 
-— ae | he “ys elected President Judge 
of the udicial Circuit, receivi 
on the first ballot. rr ere 


We do not choose to dogmatize, after the man- 
ner of some of the editors eastwardly, respecting 
the movements of men so distant from our per- 
sonal observation, as the members of the Ohio 
Legislature. We lay no claim to clairvoyance ; 
but it seems to us that the course of action pur- 
sued by Messrs. Townshend and Morse, the two 
independent members, who have been so bitterly 
anathematized in certain quarters, has been pro- 
ductive of the most beneficial results, If, in their 
votes on the Hamilton county case, they voted 
against their own convictions of the truth, they 
deserve unqualified condemnation, and no end, 
however praiseworthy, could justify such conduct. 
We have seen no evidence that they were insin- 
cere in their votes, and, believing them to be hon- 
est, we rejoice that they conformed their action 
to their convictions. As to their conduct in re- 
gard to the elections, so far as we can learn, their 
position was an independent one. They demand- 
ed a Free Soil Senator. They knew of no man 
who had sustained the election of General Taylor 
or General Cass who could be trusted to say and 
do all that ought to be said and done, on the 
questions at issue between Liberty and Slavery, 
in the Senate of the United States. They sought 
therefore, the election of either Mr. Giddings 
or Mr. Chase. Other important offices they 
laid no claim to. They were willing to unite with 
either party, in filling those offices, with moral 
and competent men, sound on the question of 
Slavery, no matter what their party connections, 
provided such party woald concentrate upon their 
candidate for Senator, whether Giddings or Chase. 


. We know of no corrupt bargaining. If such there 


was, it was not to be justified on any ground, no mat- 
ter how good the result sought to be accomplished. 
But, we have seen no evidence of any such cor- 
ruption. The position taken by the two gentle- 
men named, was open, unreserved, independent. 
Such is our understanding of the transaction. 
The Whigs would not come to any arrange- 
ment with them. The Democrats yielded the 
point, concentrated upon Mr. Chase, and he was 
elected ; and, in accordance with their declared 
purpose, Messrs. Townshend and Morse then 
gave their votes for the election of the two Dem- 
ocratic can for the Supreme Bench of the 
State. Mr. Spalding we do not know. Judge 
Caldwell, we know, always sustained an irre- 
proachable character, and is experienced in judi- 
cial duties. And, we must presume, that both are 
sound on all questions of personal liberty, else 
they could not have received the votes of inde- 
pendent FreeSoilers; 
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The following letter from General Shields, 
SenatoF elect from Illinois, to Mr. Breese, being 
published by the latter a few days since in the 
National Intelligencer, has given rise to very severe 
denunciations of the new Senator. 

Wasuineton, February 23, 1849. 

Sie: On my return to this country from 
Mexico, broken in constitution, feeble in health, 
and still suffering under the effects of wounds, 
you were the only man in the city of Washington 
who received me, with coldness and unkindness. 
When this city honored me with a public dinner, 
which was generously intended as a compliment, 
not only to me but to my State, you were the only 
man who declined to attend that dinner. You went 
further. You propagated a report here in Wash- 
ington, and circulated it afterwards in Iilinois, 
that I was ineligible tothe office of Senator; and 
this, too, after I had poured out my blood like water 
in the battle fields of my country. You published 
an article in the St. Louis Republican charging 
me with iligibility—doing that which I thought 
no man in the United States would have been 
mean enough to do in my case, even if it had been 
true. You, however, did this, knowing it to be 
untrue. On this subject -I have simply to say, 
that, had I been defeated by you on that ground, 
1 had sworn in my heart that you never should 
have profited by your success ; and, depend upon 
it, | would have kept that vow, regardless of con- 
sequences. That however is now past, and the 
vow is cancelled by your defeat. Why I address 
you now is simply this: 

In 1840 you gave me something in the shape of 
a final certificate of naturalization in Effingham 
Court. You knew at the time that [ was natural- 
ized by law, and by the naturalization of my 
father while | was a minor. I told you the cir- 
cumstances, aud, as I then talked of going to 
Canada in ease of war, you offered to give me a 
certificate which would simplify the proof in case 
of difficulty. Now, | wish you to give me a letter 
acknowledging these facts. I write you a private 
letter for that purpose. I should have sent a 
friend at once, and imperatively demanded such a 
letter, but [ felt that, in disgracing you, I would 
disgrace the State that made you and myself Sen- 
ators; and I also wished to give you an opportu- 
nity to make this acknowledgment quietly. If, 
however, you persist in your course of injustice 
towards me, and refuse this request, I here give 
you fair warning—let the consequences fall on 
your own head—I shall hold myself acquitted 
both before God and man for the course I shall 
feel bound to pursue towards you. 

Your obedient servant, Jas. Surenps. 

Hon. Sidney Breese. i 


This certainly stamps General Shields as an 
imprudent, passionate man; and, could we be- 
lieve that he meant by the menaces of his letter, 
any deliberate purpose to take the life of his com- 
petitor, we should join with others in denoun- 
cing him as an assassin. But we do not believe 
any such thing; and, as would seem from the 
following letter from Mr. Shields, in the Inte/li- 
gencer, he himself regretted what he had done in 
a moment of passion. 

A CARD. 
Wasuineton, February 28, 1849. 

lt is with much reluctance I feel compelled to 
obtrude on the notice of the public a statement 
explanatory of a private letter addressed by me a 
few days ago to the Hon. Sidney Breese, and pub- 
lished by him, with comments, in the Intelligencer 
of this day. The facts are these: Mr. Breese has 
been for many months engaged industriously in 
disseminating the most injurious reports concern- 
ing me, the only ostensible motive being that my 
friends had brought me forward as his competitor 
for election to the Senate of the United States. 
I had been, ever since my visit to the city last 
summer, cognizant of his efforts—unceasing, unre- 
mitting, and reckless—to blast my character, and 
rob me of the only wealth to which I can lay 
claim—a reputation, thank God, without a blot. 
Immediately on my arrival here, I wrote him the 
letter he has published, accusing him of his base- 
ness. That letter, written under the influence of 
mo ordinary emotions, was couched in language 
which under other circumstances [ would not 
have used ; and upon reflection, and by the advice 
of my friends, I authorized two honorable Sena- 
tors formally to withdraw it. 
clined to yield it up, and the use he has made of 
it shows by what motives he was actuated, 

That portion of my letter which he has distort- 
ed into a threat of assassinaton, I shall briefly no- 
tice. The means he used to prevent my election 
were of such a nature that the competition be- 
tween us became a personal struggle, and, as his 


triumph would have been an endorsement.of his 
es, my character and position were in- 


volved in the issue. I determined, therefore, as 
intimated in my letter, to render such a triumph 
unavailing, by a through exposure of his charac- 
ter and conduct—thus turning into a moral pillo- 
ry the position of Senator of the United States, 
which he would have acquired by the vilest mis- 
representations. The interpretation he has put 
upon this threat—that is, that I had vowed to as- 
sassinate him—is so absurd that it would be 
equally preposterous on my part seriously to re- 
pudiate such a meaning. That any sane man can 
believe I would have assassinated Mr. Breese, I 
have no apprehension. That Mr. Breese him- 
self ever dreamed of such a thing, is totally im- 
possible. 

For the controversy in which Mr. Breese would 
involve me on other matters, I have no relish. I 
do not think myself warranted, except, as in the 
case of the ahove statement, for self defence, in 
thrusting my personal concerns on the notice of 
the public; besides that, the course Mr. Breese 
has pursued, in relation to my letter, disentitles 
him to that consideration which might induce me 
under other circumstances to reply to his remarks. 

James Suiecps. 


If we had been in the place of Mr. Breese, we 
should have returned the letter gladly. It was 
not generous to take advantage of the rashness of 
an impulsive man, who, in spite of his fierce pas- 
sions, has many good qualities, and who was anx- 
ious to unsay, in his calmer moments, what he 
had said in an hour of excitement. Let us hope 
that General Shields may learn, from the evil 
consequences of this false step, that better is he 
that governeth his spirit, than he that taketh a 
city. 








THE VOTES, 


Yesterday the House of Representatives passed 
the bill to establish a Territorig] Government 
for Upper California, as it came from the Coni- 
mittee on Territories. 

A motion made by Mr. Sawyer to strike out 
the 12th section (applying the Wilmot Proviso to 
the Territory) was defeated by a majority of 
four votes ; and a motion to apply the Proviso to 
the substitute proposed by Mr. Preston, pre- 
vailed by a like majority. — Union, Feb. 28th. 


The motion of Mr. Sawyer was defeated by a 

majority of seventeen votes—88 voting in favor of 
it, 105 against it. When Mr. Preston moved his 
substitute, providing for a State instead of a 
Territorial Government, Mr. Collins moved to 
» amend, by adding the Wilmot Proviso; and this 
motion prevailed by four majority—91 ycons, 07 
nays. It was not a test vote ;.forit. was simply 
the purpose of the majority to kill the bill. 
. When the Territorial bill, with the Wilmot 
Proviso, was reperted to the House, Mr: Meade 
moved to lay it on the table; and the vote stood— 
yeas 86, nays 127, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Bocock, Botts, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Boyden, Bridges, William G. Brown, Al- 
bert G. Brown, Burt, Cabell, Chapman, Chase, 
Beverly L. Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, W. 
R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Crisfield, Crozier, Donnell, 
Garnett Duncan, Alexander Evans, Featherston, 
Flournoy ae te Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, 
Goggit Green, . P. Hall, Haralson, Harman- 
son, Harris, Hill, Hilliard, Isaac E. Holmes, G. 
S. Houston, Inge, Iverson, Jameson, Andrew 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, 
John W. J ones, Kaufman, Kennon, Thomas But- 
ler King, La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, McDowell, 
McLane, McQueen, Meade. Miller, Morehead, 
Morse, Outlaw, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pills- 
bury, on Rhett, Roman, Sawyer, Shepperd, 
Simpson, Stanton, Steph eaux, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Jobn B. Thompson, Tompkins, 
Toombs, Venable, and Woodward—s6. | 

See essrs. eo, Ashmun, Bel- 
cher, Bin, ee lackmar, Brady, Brod- 
head, Buckner, Butler, Canby, Cathcart, Clapp, 
‘Franklin Clark, Collamer, Collins, Conger, Crans- 











ete Dickey, Dixon, 
Edsall, wards, Embree, 
athan Evans, Foran, Farrelly, Ficklin, Fisher, 

eedley, Giddings, Gott, Greeley, 
Grinnell 





Gregory, 
enley, Henry, Elias B. Holmes. 
dson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
gersoll ‘Irvin, Jenkins, James H. 


niel P. Ki 





Mr. Breese des. 


ale Nato K. Hall, Hammons, Mo- | . 


orace 
etrie, | sary and pr 


rew Stewart, Charl : 
Imadge, Taylor es Thom 

¥. Thompson, Wil n Thompson, Thurston, 
Tuck, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, 
White, Wick, Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, an 
Wilson— 127. 

So the bill was not laid upon the table. And 
on the question “Shall the bill pass?” the vote 
stood—yeas 126, nays 87—as follows : 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Bel- 
cher, Bingham, Birdsall, Blackmar, Brodhead, 
Buckner, Butler, Canby, Cathcart, Clapp, Frank- 
lin Clark, Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, 
Crowell, Cummins, Darling, Dickey, Dixon, 
Duer, Dunn, Eckert, Edsall, Edwards, Embree, 
Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Ficklin, Fisher, 
Freedley, Giddings, Gott, Greeley, Gregory,Grin- 
nell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, Hammons, James G. 
Hampton, Moses Hampton, Henley, Henry, Elias 
B. Holmes, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Irvin, Jen- 
kins, James H. Johnson, Kellogg, D. P. King, 
Lahm, William T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, 
Leffler, Levin, Lincoln, Lord, Lynde, Mac- 
lay, McClelland, McClernand, Mcllvaine, Job 
Mann, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morris, 
Mullin, Murphy, Nelson, Newell, Nicoll, Pal- 
frey,' Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Pettit, Pollock, Put- 
nam, Reynolds, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, 
Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 
Rose, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, Sherrill, 
Silvester, Slingerland, Smart, Caleb B. Smith, 
tobert Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, 
Andrew Stewart, Chas. E. Stuart, Strohm, Strong, 
Tallmadge,Taylor, James Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, William Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, White, 
Wick, Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, and Wilson— 
126. 

Nays—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Bocock, Botts, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Boyden, Bridges, William G. Brown, Al- 
bert G. Brown, Burt, Cabell, Chapman, Chase, 
Beverly L. Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, W. 
R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Crisfield, Crozier, (Daniel, 
Donnell, Garnett Duncan, Alexander Evans, 
Featherston, Flournoy, French, Fulton, Gaines, 
Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Green, Willard P. H all, 
Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Haskell, Hill, 
Hilliard, Isaac E. Holmes, George S. Houston, 
Inge, Iverson, Jameson, Andrew Jolinson, Robert 
W. Johnson, George W. Jones, John W. Jones, 
Kaufman, Kennon, T. B. King, La Sere, Ligon, 
Lumpkin, McDowell, McLane, McQueen, Meade, 
Miller, Morehead, Morse, Outlaw, Pendleton, 
Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, Preston, Rhett, Ro- 
man, Sawyer, Shepperd, Simpson, Stanton, Ste- 
phens, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thomp- 
son, Tompkins, Toombs, Venable, and Wood- 
ward—87. 

So the bill was passed—39 majority. 
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FEARS. 
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BY MISS PHBE CAREY. 





Hold me closer to thy bosom, 
Let me feel thy clasping hand ; 
Wilder grows the night, and drearer— 
Shall we never reach the land? 


Thrice from dreams of broken slumber 
Have I started in affright ; 

On the shore I never trembled 
As I tremble here to-night! 


Nay, ’tis not the haunting beauty 
Of some lovely vision gone— 
But the watches wear so heavy— 
Leave me, leave me not alone! 


Yes, I know the waves are-calmer, 
And the sky has lost its frown, 

But the sharp reefs, ere the morning 
We may strike them, and go down! 


Said you that the dawn in breaking, 
With its gray uncertain light ¢ 

Look! 1 dare not trust ny vision— 
Are the cliffs of home in sight? 


Hush! I cannot, listening eager, 
Hear the heavy billows roar ; 
We are standing in still water— 
We are nearing to the shore! 


Yes, o’er us, streaming seaward, 
Shine the red lights of the tower; 
We are anchored—we are mooring— 
God be praised for such an hour! 


s 


PRESIDENT TAYLOR'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 


Monpay, Marcu 5, 1849. 








This day at 12 o’clock, Gen. Zacuary Taytor, 
President elect of the United States, delivered to 
the Senate and Members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, and thousands of 
assembled citizens, in front of the Capitol, the 
following Inaugural Address: 

flected Hy the Ameriéan Peopic to the highest 
office known to our Jaws, l appear here to take 
the Oath prescribed by the Constitution; and, in 
compliance with a time-honored custom, to address 
those who are now assembled. 

The confidence and respect shown by my 
countrymen in calling me to be the Chief Magis- 
trate of a Republic holding a high rank among 
the nations of the earth, have inspired me with 
feelings of the most profound gratitude; but, 
when I reflect thet the acceptance of the office 
which their partiality has bestowed imposes the 
discharge of the most arduous duties, and involves 
the weightiest obligations, I am conscious that the 
position which I have been called to fill, though 
sufficient to satisfy the loftiest ambition, is sur- 
rounded by fearful responsibilities. Happily, 
however, in the performance of my new duties, I 
shall not be without able cojperation. The 
Legislative and Judicial branches of the Govern- 
ment present prominent examples of distinguished 
civil attainments and matured experience, and it 
shall be my endeavor to call to my assistance in 
the Executive Departments individuals whose tal- 
ents, integrity, and purity of character, will fur- 
nish ample guaranties for the faithful and honor- 
able performance of the trusts to be committed to 
their charge. With such aids, and an honest 
purpose to do whatever is right, I hope to execute 
diligently, impartially, and for the best interests 
of the country, the manifold duties devolved 
upon me. 

In the discharge of these duties, my guide will 
be the Constitution which I this day swear to 
“preserve, protect, and defend.” For the inter- 
pretation of that instrument I shall look to the 
decisions of the Judicial Tribunals established by 
its authority, and to the practice of the Govern- 
ment under the earlier Presidents, who had so 
large a share in its formation. To the example 
of those illustrious Patriots I shall always defer 
with reverence; and especially to his example who 
was, by so many titles, ‘‘the Father of his Country.” 

To command the Army and Navy of the United 
States ; with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to make ‘Treaties and to appoint Ambassadors 
and other officers; to give to Congress informa- 
tion of the state of the Union, and recommend 
such measures as he shall judge to be necessary ; 
and to take care that the laws shall be faithfully 
executed—these are the most important functions 
intrusted to the President by the Constitution; 
and it may be expected that I shall, briefly, indi- 
cate the principles which will control me in their 
execation. 

Chosen by the body of the People under the 
assurance that my administration would be devo- 
ted to the welfare of the whole country, and not 
to the support of any particular section or merely 
local interest, I this day renew the declarations I 
have heretofore made, and proclaim my fixed de- 
termination to maintain, to the extent of my abil- 
ny the Government in its origina! purity, and to 

opt as the basis of my public policy those great 
republican doctrines which constitute the strength 
of our national existence. 

In reference to the Army and Navy, lately 
employed with so much distinction on active ser- 
vice, care shall be taken to insure the highest 
condition of efficiency ; and, in fartherance of that 
object, the military and naval schools, sustained 
by the liberality of Congress, shall receive the 
special attention of the Executive. 

As American freemen, we cannot but sympa- 
thize in all efforts to extend the blessings of civil 
and political liberty; but, at the same time, we 
are warned by the admonitions of History and 
the voice of our own beloved Washington to ab- 
stain from entangling alliances with foreign na- 
tions. In all disputes between conflicting Gov- 
ernments, it is our interest not less than our duty 
to remain strictly neutral; while our geographical 
position, the genius of -our instioutions and our 
people, the advancing spirit of civilization, and, 


cultivation of péaceful and friendly relations with 
all other Powers. It is to be hoped that no inter- 
national question can now arise which a Govern- 
ment, confident in its own strength and resolved 
to protect its own just rights, may not settle by 
by wise negotiation; and it eminently becomes a 
Government like our own, founded on the moral- 
ity and intelligence of its citizens, and upheld by 
their affections, to exhaust every resort of honor- 
able diplomaey before appealing to arms. In the 
conduct of our foreign relations I shall conform to 
these views, as I believe them essential to the best 
interests and the true honor of the country. 

The appointing power vested in the President 
imposes delicate and onerous duties. So far as it 
is possible to be informed, I shall make honesty, 
capacity, and fidelity, indispensable pre-requisites 
_to the bestowal of office, and the absence of either 
of these qualities shall be deemed sufficient cause 
for rem BE ae ; 
“It shall be my study to recommend such con- 

tional measur o Congress as may be neces. 
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above all, the dictates o religion, direct us to the’ 


the Government, and fhe utmost economy in all 
public <xpeoiiture, ut it is fov the wisdom of 
Con tself, in whic} all legislative powers are 
vested by the Constituion, to ts fT these and 
other matters of domestp policy. I shall look with 
confidence to the en!‘gjtened patriotism of that 
body to adopt such miasures of conciliation as 
may harmonize conflicthg interests, and tend to 
perpetuate that Union fhich should be the para- 
mount object of our hop and affections. In any 
abtion calculated to pro 
heart of every one wh@truly loves his country, 
I will zealously unite wits the cojrdinate branches 
of the Government. 

Impconclusion, I congatulate you, my fellow- 
citizens, upon the high state of prosperity to 
which the goodness of Ditine Providence has con- 
ducted our common coutry. Let us invoke a 
continuance of the saméProtecting Care which 
has led us from small beghnings to the eminence 
we this day occupy, and let us seek to deserve 
that continuance by prudfice and moderation in 
our councils; by well-direged attempts to assuage 
the bitterness which too ofen marks unavoidable 
differences of opinion; bythe promulgation and 
practice of just and liberal principles; and by an 
enlarged patriotism, which shall acknowledge no 
imits but those of our ows Wide-spread Republic. 

















——»4— 
Mx. Crirrenpen, it is kated by the Louisville 
Journal, on the authority of a Frankfort (Ky.) 
correspondent, received -he offer of the post of 
Secretary of State; bui though urged by the 
Whig members of the Iegislature to accept, he 
declined, for reasons satisfactory to himself. 

Henry Bourne, of the British General Post 
Office, is now in Washington, by appointment of 
his Government, negatating additional articles 
to the late Postal Trety with Great Britain, 
with Major Hobbie, appointed on the part of the 
United States by the Postmaster General. 

Senate Cuamper, Fb. 27, 1849. 
To the Editor of the Union: 

Str; In your \eport of the proceedings of the 
Senate on yeste\day, you state that I presented 
resolutions from }he Legislature of lowa, “ in- 
structing their Senators, and requesting their 
Representatives, ® oppose the passage of any bill 
that does not re§rict the extension of Slavery 
of New Mexico and Califor- 
istake. I presented no such 
resolutions; nor ys the Legislative Assembly of 
the State of Iowa passed any resolutions upon 
the subject of Slayry. The resolutions in ques- 
tion were from Wisconsin, and were presented 
by Henry Dodge, from that State, who left his 
sick bed to presemt them, and to vote in accord- 
ance With their dixpetion. 

Very respectfuly, A. C. Dover. 

The son, we fegr, is not likely to follow in the 
footsteps of his fyher. 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS. 


SECOND SESSION. 















Tvespay,| Fepruary 27, 1849. 
SENATE. 

Mr. Hale prestnted numerous petitions re- 
specting slavery. The question of reception was 
laid upon the tale. Mr. Cameron presented a 
large number of pétitions of thesame kind. Ques- 
tion of reception hid upon the table. 

Committee on Post Offices instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of expediting the mail be- 
tween New York and New Orleans. 

The House bill to provide for the renewal of 
patents in certain cases, by the Committee on 
Patents, was laid upon the table. 

The Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation bill 
being taken up, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the debate turned upon the amendment of Mr. 
Hale, to increase the salaries of our ministers at 
Paris, London, and St. Petersburgh. Some con- 
tended that they were so small that the function- 
aries could not keep as fine carriages and ample 
lodgings as they ought. Others insisted that the 
more simplicity and economy distinguished our 
foreign representatives, the better they would rep- 
resent republicanism. 

At last Mr. Hale consented to withdraw the 
amendment, on the ground that there was not suf- 
ficient time to act wpon it. Inthe couvse of the 


debate, Mx, Underwood remarko4 shat dt wee mot 
a Whig movement He did not know how to 


classify the gentleman who brought it forward. 
Ile believed that gentleman was somewhat repn- 
diated by all classes. 

This drew from Mr. Hale a pretty keen re- 
tort: 

“Mr. Hale. I regret that the Senator should ex- 
perience any practical inconvenience in finding a 
Senator in this chamber who is not colored, mark- 
ed, or branded, so that he can tell what he is. 
And, sir, he reproaches me for the paucity of our 
numbers, when at the same time he declares that 
we are increasing at the rate of a hundred per 
cent per annum. But I can tell the Senator that, 
if we are not so numerous, we are older in point 
of history than another party which has just 
come into power—the Taylor party. And I think 
if he will put down their numbers and our ages, 
he will find that they will counterbalance each 
other ; and, by and by, if we are increasing at the 
rate of a hundred per cent., it will be necessary 
for the Senator to put a mark upon us, so as to 
know how many we are; but, as at present we 
have no overseers, we can act upon our own judg- 
ment, and if it is very difficult, as the Senator 
says, to tell where we belong, we have at least 
the advantage of being in this position—we have 
sometimes the privilege of voting according to 
our own judgments ; and let me tell the Senator 
I remember an occasion on which, when an im-~. 
portant subject was pending in the Legislature of 
a State, and the vote was about to be taken, a 
man that was marked came up to his brother 
member in haste, and asked, what did the caucus 
determine ia regard to this question? He was 
told that they had not taken any vote upon it. 
Well, he said, I feel relieved ; I can vote as I like 
for once.” 

Several amendments were offered and rejected. 
One amendment, to insert an item of five hun- 
dred dollars, for the services of Judge Cranch in 
appeal cases from the decision of the Commissioner 
of Patents, was rejected. [Weare informed that 
a Florida Senator swore that Judge Cranch 
should never receive any addition to his salary, 
on the ground that he signed the famous memo- 
rial of 1828 against slavery and the slave trade.| 
The bill and amendments were at last reported to 
the Senate, which then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Reports were received. By consent, Mr. Cobb, 
of Georgia, introduced a bill to reduce and grad- 
uate the price of the public lands to actual set- 
tlers and cultivators. Laid upon the table and 
printed. 

Mr. Collamer; from the Comumittce um Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill introduced 
by Mr. Greeley, to discourage speculation in the 
public lands, and secure thereon homes for the 
landless, reported the same back without amend- 
ment. Mr. Goggin moved that the bill be laid 
upon the table. The motion prevailed, by a viva 
voce vote, only twenty members rising to second a 
call for the yeas and nays. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the California Territorial bill. 

Debate having been closed, the Committee pro- 
ceeded to act upon the bill, section by section. 
The 12th section is in the words following : 

“Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the in- 
habitants of said Territory shall be entitled to 
enjoy all and singular the rights, privileges, and 
advantages, granted and secured to re of 
the Territory of the United States northwest of 
the river Ohio, by the articles of compaet contain- 
ed in the Ordinance for the government of said 
Territory, on the thirteenth day of July, seven- 
teen hundred and eighty-seven, and shall be sub- 
ject to all the conditions, restrictions, and prohibi- 
tions, in said articles of compact imposed upon 
the people of said Territory.” : 

Mr. Sawyer moved to strike out this section, 
on the ground that Congress had no right to legis- 
late on the subject of slavery in the Territories. 
If the people, on organizing a State Government, 
excluded slavery, they would have his hearty as- 
sent: if théy adopted and established slavery, 
they should also have his hearty assent. 

[The honorable gentleman seems unable to see 
any difference: between Slavery and Liberty. 
Hence, we suppose, his meek submission to the 
yoke of the Slave Power.] ; 


| out so much of the section as followed the words, 


“ eighty-seven,” (the effect of which, in his opin- 
ion, we presume, would have been to relieve the 





“that, if they 


an cbject so near the |’ 


Mr. Murphy of New York, moved a proviso, 
to the effect tijt nothing in the section should be 
construed “é Hpair the right of the people of the 
Territory to kvislate upon their own concerns, 
and in suppat of this amendment. He feared 

this section as reported by the 
committee, it pight be held to deprive the people 
of that right pregard to the question of slavery, 
and thereforghe proposed this amendment to 
guard againstjauch a result. If slavery would go 
there by fraudand violence, as his friend from 
Pennsylvania Mr. Wilmot] had said the other 
day, in spite jf the existing municipal laws of 
that Territoryit would go there in spite of any 
ess might pass. 














ce of 1787.] 

oved a pro forma amendment to 
the amendmentfor the purpose, he said, of con- 
trasting, for a foment, the doctrines expressed 
by that amendnient [of Mr. Murphy] and by the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Sawyer] with their conduct in relation to a dif- 
ferent portion pf the bill. The gentlemen de- 
clared that Congress had no right to control the 
legislation of thése Territories ; they laid it down 
as a fundamentl principle, and they held that 
Congress, therebre, had no right to pass any 
laws here regulyting property and life in those 
Territories. 

Mr. Sawyer interposed with a question of order, 
and said he understood no amendment had yet 
been offered by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr. Ashmun aaid, if the gentleman would keep 
quict, he would show him how he [eme: Ss } stood. 
This very bill, (he continued,) in the sixth sec- 
tion, which had been read, and which had passed 
by the vigilance of the gentleman from Ohio, 
sleeping at his post, provided for the exercise of 
the same power by Congress. It declared that 
the Legislature of the Territory should not do 
certain things; that it should not pass certain 
laws; that it should not incorporate a bank, or 
give any right to issue scrip, or notes of any kind 
for circulation, or borrow money. ‘These hard- 
money gentlemen were perfectly content that 
Congress should exercise this power in relation 
to these subjects ; but when the question of prop- 
erty in mankind was involved, they denied the 
right of Congress altogether to legislate upon it. 
He held them up; let them look in that mirror; 
they who were so much concerned upon the 
question of bank notes, and were willing that 
Congress should exclude from this people the 
right to act upon that subject, turned round 
and said that Congress had no right to legislate 
upon the subject of Freedom. 


He withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Murphy’s amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Meade, of Virginia, renewed the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. McClernand, and made a 
five minutes speech. He held that Slavery might 
be carried into any part of the world, where it 
was not expressly prohibited—that the laws of 
California and New Mexico prohibiting Slavery 
were abrogated when acquired by this country— 
that Slavery would be protected by the Constitu- 
tion in those Territories. He then withdrew his 
amendment, for the purpose of accommodating 
Mr. Birdsall, of New York, who renewed it, and 
thereupon made a few remarks, in support of the 
doctrines of the Nicholson Letter. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Meade moved to amend by inserting after 





the word “Territory,” where it first occurs, the 


words, “living north of the parallel of 36° 30 
north latitude.” 


of compromise. Rejected. 


Mr. Green, of Missouri, moved to amend by 
striking out the words, “shall be,” in the second 


line, and inserting, “are.” Rejected. 


The question recurring on the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Sawyer, it was decided in the nega- 


tive—yeas 88, nays 105. 


A few blanks were filled up, no further amend- 
ments were offered, and the question then was, on 
agreeing to the substitute heretofore proposed by 
Mr. Preston, of Virginia, for organizing the ter- 


ritory agquired from Mexico into a State. 


Mr. Collins, of New York, moved to amend the 


He said he offered this by way 


But it was sufficient that it was set up in good 

faith bya State toentitle it to respect, Now, this 

bill p to draw a boundary line between 

New Mexico and the State of Texas, in such a 

manuer as to include in the proposed Territory 

a very large district of country that was claimed 

by the State of Texas as a part of her territory, 

lying upon this side of the Rio Grande. 

Now, when a controversy of this sort arose, 

every one knew that of all tribunals this House 

was the least fitted to decide upon it. A question 

of this description necessarily involved the early 
history of the Territory of Texas and of New 
Mexico, all thé transactions connected with the 
revolution in Texas, and the annexation of Texas 
to the United States, as well as the act of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States on the late treaty 
with the Republic of Mexico. If this question 
were referred for settlement to that tribunal 
which the Constitution of the United States had 
provided for the settlement of all controversies 
which might arise upon questions of boundary 
between the different States of this Union—if it 
were referred to the Supreme Court of the United 
States—it would follow, as a matter of course, 
that preliminary to the settlement of the question, 
all the necessary surveys, examinations, collec- 
tions of facts and proof, must be made, in the 
taking of which proof, both parties would have an 
opportunity to be present, and to investigate and 
bring forward all the facts. And when the ques- 
tion was made, is it must be made between two 
sovereign States of this Union—when all the facts 
were put upon record, and both parties had a 
fair opportunity to make good the claim set up by 
them—as a matter of course, the question would 
be presented on both sides by the ablest counsel 
in the country, and it would receive the solemn, 
serious, calm deliberation which belonged to such 
atribunal as the Supreme Court of the United 
States, instead of that casual attention which 
alone could be bestowed upon it in this House—to 





officer was necessary to carry into efféct the 
treaty. It was cut short by adjournmest, at haif 
past three o’clock, but at six, Mr. Smith resumed 
his remarks. The House found itself without 9 
quorum during the evening, nfany members be- 
ing attracted by the last levee of the President, 
held the same evening. After various motions, 
the House refusing steadily to adjourn, the ques. 
tion was then taken on the substitute, and adopt- 





say nothing of the fact, that some portion of the 
House, at least, was composed of gentlemen who 
did not pretend to be lawyers,who did not belong 
to that profession atall, and were therefore unfit- 
ted to decide a qeestion of this nature. 

Mr. Greeley regarded the amendment as a most 
extraordinary proposition in all respects. This 
question of boundary was more than a mere ques- 
tion of law: it was a question of liberty and right. 
The people of New Mexico were known to be 
strongly against submitting themselves tothe rule 
and authority of Texas. They had, at all times, 
and under all circumstances, resisted the jurisdic- 
tion of that State. And now it was proposed to 
send them before a tribunal for the decision—he 
could hardly say of what question, without look- 
at the resolutions of annexation. 

The amendment seemed to him the most extra- 
ordinry propésition he had ever heard. It was 
virtually a proposition to annul the Government 
of New Mexico, and to surrender her people to 
the authority of Texas, provided those slave- 
holding judges should say so. He objected to 
any action of Congress recognising any ground 
of claim by Texas to a jurisdiction which she 
had never yet established. If she had the right, 
let her send in her officers, and endeavor to ex- 
tend her laws over that territory, thus bringing 
the question naturally before the Supreme 
Court. He protested against action here, calcu- 
lated to create any implication or presumption 





of the existence of that right. 


tion, but for a very different reason. It compro- 
mitted the unquestionable rights of Texas to her 
domain. 

Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, said it was a proposi- 
tion to rob the State of Texas of rights held for 
her as a cestui que trust, and then tell her, if she 
should not be satisfied with the arrangement, that 
she might go to law about it. He concluded his 
remarks by stating, that Texas claimed that her 


ognised by the United States, and contested by 
Mexico; that, upon the conclusion of the war, 
that title was perfected; and now gentlemen 
wanted to rob her of it, just as though there was 
no limit to the work of aggression. 

Mr. Schenck insisted that the country of New 
Mexico never did belong to Texas; and he was 
unwilling to do anything that would seem to 
recognise any title to it on her part. 

He repeated and elaborated the proposition 
with which he commenced, and showed that the 
country which originally belonged to Mexico, 
belonged now to the United States; and that the 
most ready and righteous settlement of this 
boundary question which could be had, was that 
proposed in the amendment. Was it possible 
that the United States established civil govern- 
iment and collected impost duties at Santa Fe, 
asa mere trustee? Was it possible that the au- 





feat 
the fo ng words: i 

“ Provided, That there shall be neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitude in the said State, oth- 


erwise than in the punishment of crimes whereof 


the party shall have becn duly convicted.” 

Mr. Collins asked’ for tellers, who were ap- 
pointed, (Mr. Collins and Mr. McDowell) 

And the queslion on the said amendment was 
then taken, and decided in the aflirmative—yeas 
91, nays $7. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Greeley moved an amendment, the effect 
of which was to include New Mexico, east as well 


as west of the Rio Grande, in the provisions of 


the substitute Lost—yeas 59, nays 63. 

Tellers were then demanded on the substitute, 
but, no member passing through, they reported 
none voting for it. So it was rejected. 

Mr. Evans, of Maryland, moved a substitute 
for the bill, (embracing the substance of the 
Walker amendment in the Senate.) 

Mr. Ashmun moved to amend by adding the 
12th section of the bill; and then Mr. Evans 
withdrew his substitute. 

Mr. Richardson, of Illinois, moved, as a substi- 
tute, the Walker amendment; but seeing a deter- 
mination manifested to append to it the 12th sec- 
tion of the bill, he withdrew it. 

Mr. Toombs renewed it, for the purpose of ex- 
pressing his opinion that the only feasible mode 
of settling the controversy—Preston’s bill—had 
been rejected. Ele then withdrew his motion. 

The Committee rose and reported its action. 

Mr. Wentworth demanded the previous ques- 
tion, (first on concurring in the amendment made 
by the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and then on the engressment of the 
bill.) 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. . 

The amendments (which consisted simply of the 
filling of the blanks in the 17th section) were con- 
curred in. 

And the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

And the bill and amendments having been en- 
grossed ad interim, the House dec:ded that the bill 
should have its third reading at this time. 

And having been read a third time by its title, 
and the question being, “Shall this bill pass?” 

Mr, Wentworth demanded the previous ques- 
tion. He would first, however, he said, move to 
reconsider the vote just taken, and that that mo- 
tion be laid on the table. 

And it was ordered accordingly 


Mr. Meade now moved that the bill be laid on | 


the table, and (simultaneously with Mr. Burt) de- 
manded the yeas and nays on that motion, which 
were tedaed. 

And the question, “Shall this bill be laid on 
the table?” was then taken, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 86, nays 127. (See yeas and nays 
in another column.) , 

And the question recurring on the demand for 
the previous question, there was a second. 

And +the main question (on the passage of the 
bill) was ordered to be now taken. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered 
thereon. . 

And the question, “ Shall this bill pass?” was 
then taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
126, nays 87. (See yeas and nays in another col- 
umn. 


Mr. Rockwell, of Massachusetts, moved to re- 
consider, and moved also to lay this motion on the 
table. Carried. 

[So this long straggle terminated in the pas- 
sage of the bill with the Wilmot Proviso in it— 
just exactly what might have been done, and ought 
to have been done, in the first month of the sés- 
sion—and would have been done, had it not been 
for the blundering, the half-hearted, the no-heart- 
ed, and the treacherous. ] 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and took 
up the bill to establish a Territoriol Government 
for New Mexico, (Mr. Cranston in the chair.) 

The first section, which defines the boundaries 
of New Mexicc, being under consideration— 

Mr. Vinton moved an amendment, providing 
aot <angatys the bill shall not affect an 
rights of Texas as to territory ; and for the pur- 

of the boundary between Texas 
is authorized to institute 


explanation aud ofthe amendment. _ 
‘was well known, he pony Poa Texas claimed 





section from the prohibitory clause relating to' side of the Rio Grande, Bes si 


to own the entire country pon this 
- to its 


ion of the substitute, by adding thereto 


thority of Gen. Kearny at Santa Fe was under 
the authuritics vl 5 a wmperium m tm perro ? 


He objected to the amendment only because, 
by implication, it seemed to admit the title of 
Texas to Santa Fe. If we legislate here for the 
establishment of Territorial Governments, we 
should establish them with all that the United 
States could rightfully claim for them. 

The Committee reported progress, rose, and 
the House then adjourned. 





Wepnespay, Frsruary 28, 1849. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Numerous reports were made from committees. 
Some, giving rise to debate, were laid over; oth- 
ers were agreed to. Resolutions from the Legis- 
lature of Rhode Island were presented, against 
flogging and rum-drinking in the navy, and sla- 
very in the Territories and in the District of Co- 
lumbia. The Committee on Naval Affairs, on 
motion of Mr. Schenck, was discharged from the 
further consideration of the twenty-one petitions 
of citizens of New York, praying for the abolition 
of the use of the lash and ardent spirits in the 
navy—and the petitions were laid upon the table. 
Five thousand copies of the report of the Patent 
Office, with the list of patents and claims annex- 
ed, and twenty thousand copies of the same re- 
port, without the list, were ordered to be printed. 
The House agreed to-day, and every day until 
the close of the session, to take a recess from half 
past three o’clock till six, when it would meet 
again for the transaction of business. Mr. Hud- 
son, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
which was instructed to report on the expediency 
of reporting a tariff founded upon the principles 
of the tariff of 1842, made a report. Mr. Nicoll 
submitted the views of the minority. The reports 
were laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Wentworth, the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of business on the 
Speaker’s table. Various bills from the Senote 
were taken up and disposed of. The bill to es- 
tablish a Territorial Government in Minesota 
coming up, the previous question was demanded 
and seconded, and the bill passed. The bill for- 
merly introduced by Mr. Dixon, to abolish the 
franking privilege, coming up in order, after sev- 
eral movements, Was laid upon the table, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Van Dyke, of New Jersey—yeas 103, 
nays 68. The Senate bill, for carrying into effect 
the Sth article of the Treaty with Mexico, for 
running a boundary line between the two Repub- 
lics, was taken up, and Mr. Smith, of Connecti- 
cut, moved the following substitute: 

“Strike out all after the enacting clause, and 
insert the following: 

“That the commissioner and surveyor to be 
appointed on the part of the United States, for 
the purpose of designating the bourdary line and 
establishing on the ground landmarks to show the 
limits of the United States and the Mexican Re- 
ars according to the fifth article of the treaty 

etween them, concluded on the second day of 
February, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
eight, shall be selected and appointed by the Pres- 
ident of the United States from the corps of topo- 
graphical engineers. And it shall be lawful for 
the President to cause other officers of said corps, 
at his discretion, to be employed to aid and assist 
in designating said line and establishing said 
landmarks. And the said commissioner may em- 
ploy a secretary, who shall be allowed and paid a 
salary at the rate of two thousand dollars per an- 
num: Provided, That said appointment shall ter- 
minate at the expiration of three years from the 
time said commissioner shall enter upon the per- 
formance of his duties. 

“Src. 2. And be fe enacted, That the Pres- 
ident of the United States is hereby authorized to 
make, out of any appropriation for said service, 
such per diem allowance to officers engaged on 
this duty as shall, in his judgment, be negessary 
to cover extra expenses. 

“ Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That, in order 
to expedite the survey of said boundary, it shall 
be lawful for the President to employ parties on 
different parts of the boundary at the same time, 
the surveys of which age 4 being approved by 
the commissioners under the rem shall be re- 
ceived and treated as surveys of said boundary.” 

[This substitute was submitted, for the purpose 
of rebuking and defeating the action of the Presi- 
dent, who, without authority of law, had appoint- 
ed 4 commissioner to run the boundary, a secre- 
tary, &c.} A long debate arose on the subject, the 





| Whigs contending that the President had usurp- 


ed power, the Democrats, that the Treaty being 


Mr. Bayly was also surprised at the proposi- | 


boundary extended to the Rio Grande, from its | 
source to its mouth ; that that boundary was rec- | 


| 
| 
| 


ed. The bill, thus amended, was engrossed, read 
a third time, and passed. There being no quorum 
after this, an adjournment was carried at twenty 
minutes before nine. 

SENATE. 

Mr. Benton, from the Select Committee to 
which was referred the memorial of Professor 
Page, respecting his discovery of the applicability 
of electro-magnetism to purposes of navigation 
and locomotion, made a report. It states— 

“In pursuance to their appointment, the com. 
mittee attended the lectures now in a course of 
delivery in this city, by Professor Page. on elec. 
tro-magnetism, and witnessed his experiments in 
the application of that power as a mechanical 
agent, and are satisfied that his past success with 
his limited means justifies the expectation of fur- 
ther success from enlarged means. The power 
was exhibited (among other ways) in the suspen. 
sion of a mass of iron of fifty pounds without vis- 
ible support, and in the capacity of the great 
electro-magnet to sustain all the weight that could 
be crowded upon it, consisting of masses of iron 
and several persons, and is believed capable of 
sustaining a weight of ten thousand pounds. Its 
application was exhibited in the propulsion of 
miniature engines, and in driving an engine of 
considerable power, by which boards are planed 
with ease and smoothness. : 

“That the power is great, and can be applied 
to the useful purposes of navigation and lecomo- 
tion, the committee see no reason to doubt. The 
inquiry which rests upon their mind is, as to the 
cost of the production of this power, and whether 
it can be produced at a rate to justify its common 
use as a mechanical agent.” 

Experiment was necessary to test this point. 
The report therefore recommends an appropria- 
tion of twenty thousand dollars for this purpose, 
deeming the subject one of national importance. 

The House bill to establish a Territorial Gov- 
ernment in California was read a second and 
third time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Territories. 

A bill making appropriations for light-houses, 
light-boats, &c., was read a third time and passed. 

The Senate rescinded its rule setting apart 
Thursday of each week as private bill day. 

The Civil and Diplomatic bill being taken up 
the amendments made in Committee of the Whole 
were generally concurred in. Separate votes 
were taken on three or four, among them, the 
amendment of Mr. Walker, extending to Califor- 
nia the laws and Constitution of the United 
States. On this, Mr. Dix addressed the Senate 
in a very able and eloquent speech, in opposition 
to every form of compromise of the slavery ques- 
tion. In the evening, Mr. Dickinson replied to 
Mr. Dix, opposing him on every point. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. Johnson 
of Georgia, Niles, Mason, and Phelps. On the 
question of concurring in the amendment, the 


| vote stood— 


Yeas—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Berrien, Butler, 
Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge 
of lowa, Downs, Fitzpatrick, Foote, Hunter, John. 


|son of Maryland, Johnson of Georgia, King, 


Mangum, Mason, Pearce, Rusk, Sturgeon, Tur 
ney, Underwood, Walker, Westcott, and Yu- 
lee—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Atherton,Baldwin, Ben- 
ton, Breese, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Dayton, Dix, Felch, Greene, Hamlin, Miller, 
Niles, Phelps, Spruance, Upham, and Wales—1s. 

[Dickinson of New York, Dodge of lowa, Stur- 
geon of Pennsylvania, and Walker of Wisconsin 
were the only Senators from the free States vot- 
ing for it. Benton, Spruance, and Wales, from 





slave States, voted aguinst it.] 

| The following amendment moved by Mr. Bald 
| win, to eome in after Mr. Walker's amendment 
was rejected : 

“ And be it further enacted, That the inhabitant 
uf ths Territories of California and New Mexico, 
respectively, shall be entitled to the benefits of 
the writ of habeas corpus in all cases of unlawful 
detention or restraint; of trial by jury in all 
criminal prosecutions; and of judicial procecd- 
ings, according to the course of the common law 
and the laws and usages in force in said Territo. 
ries; and no person not belonging to the army or 
navy of the United States shall be liable to be 
tried by martial law.” 

An amendment moved by Mr. Dayton, for the 
purchase of Catlin’s Indian Gallery, was rejected 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read a third time by its title, and 


passed. 





Tuvurspay, Marcu 1, 1849. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The Civil and Diplomatic bill, with amend- 
ments, was received from the Senate, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Vinton, referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. Palfrey asked the unanimous consent, and 
that being denied, he gave notice he should move 
to suspend the rules, to introduce a bill to make 
arrangements for taking the seventh census. It 
was a very short bill, and he asked the Clerk to 
read it for information. 

The bill was read. 

Objection being made— 

The question was taken, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the bill was brought before the 
House. 

Mr. Meade inquired if the gentleman from 
Massachusetts was aware that there was already 
a bill before the House, providing for taking the 
census of 1850? 

Mr. Palfrey replied, that if the gentleman had 
attended to the reading of the bill, he would 
have seen that it was of a different character from 
the bill to which the gentleman referred. He 
should detain the House for a single moment 
only, and he would be very happy if he could 
have the attention of the House. It was a very 
important matter. He was acquainted with the 
census bill reported by the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary at the last session. If they had the time 
to act upon that bill, to amend it, he certainly 
should not have troubled the House with the 
present bill. But there was not, every member 
of this House knew perfectly well, a possibility 
of putting that bill, within the remaining days 
of this session, into a shape which would be satis- 
factory to the House, and useful, convenient, and 
honorable to the public; it was absolutely impos- 
sible at this stage of the session. 

Well, should they put it by until the next ses- 
sion? He begged to state to the House, that in 
order to circulate the schedules, ten thousand 
reams of paper of a particular kind had not only 
to be purchased, but to be made; and in conse- 
quence of the haste with which this transaction 
was carried on at the last census, the Secretary 
of State, who had it in charge, had to induce the 
paper-makers throughout the country, in the 
winter time, when the mills were stopped, to 
break their contracts with private parties, and 
the United States had to make up the damages to 
these private parties. 

Now, what was proposed by this bill? That 
a census board be established, to be composed of 
some of the highest officers of the Government, 
which should, during the recess, deliberately, 
carefully, and properly, have prepared a series of 
schedules, under their direction. 

He moved the previous question. The pre- 
vious question was seconded, and under its opera- 
tion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, read a 
third time, and passed, 

Mr. Palfrey moved to reconsider the votes on 
the engrossment and on the passage, and to lay 
those motions on the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 


The House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and took 
up the Indian Appropriation bill. Mr. Vinton 
moved an “amendment, on which he spoke for 
some minutes, Mr. Atkinson of Virginia then 
obtained the floor, and made a speech on the 
Uuion generally, and slavery in particular. The 
Committee then proceeded to act upon the bill, 
adopted an amendment offered by Mr. Vinton, 
rose, and reported. ‘The amendment was, after a 
long struggle, adopted, and the House sent a 
message to the Senate, requesting the appoint- 
ment of “i Committee of Conference. Much 
effort was then wasted in the attempt to do busi- 
ness Out of order, until the House adjourned. 

SENATE. 
*Mr. Greene presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of: Rhode Island against the exten- 
sion of slavery, and in favor of the abolition of 





the lash and the spirit ration in the navy. He 
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took occasion to 8vOW ees in based : 
reform at the proper time, in t e P’ wg an | 

Mr. Benton, from the Committer Bgereer A 
Affairs, to which was referred the bi fs! ipod 
for the location and construction va = Milosie. 
tional road from the Pacific ocean ae te hate 
sippi river, with a branch of said bade bin 
ljumbia river, reported back the sam Prine on 
amendment, and commending it to the favora 
consideration of the Senate. | 

On motion of Mr. Miller, it was ee 

Resolved, That the sixteenth joint rule so far 
’as to permit the transmission to either 
House of bills passed by either House this day. 

On motion of Mr. Underwood, the Senate, as 
in Committge of the Whole, proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill to provide for taking the 
seventh census, OF enumeration of the inhabit- 
ants of the United States. 

Mr. Westcott opposed the bill and the amend- 
ment, as he would all propositions contemplating 
anything beyond a mere enumeration of the in- 
habitants of the country, for the purpose of fix- 
ing the ratio. If societies or local Legislatures 
wanted other statistics, let them procure them, 
He appealed to State rights men. Questions 


suspended 


ply to, and be in force in, said 
any decision upon any writ of 
habeas corpus, ord! the discharge or deten- 
tion of any person, shall be subject to be reviewed 
in the Supreme Court of the United States, under 
such regulations as shall be prescribed by that 
tribunal. 
“ And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$200,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated 


for the purpose of i 


by declared to aj 
Territories ; an 


carrying the provisions of this 
act into effect, to be paid out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

[This was Webster's proposition, with the ha- 
peas corpus and jury trial superadded. The 
members became at once deeply interested in the 
question—the great question of the session. 
The excitement was profound. Mr. Wentworth 
was on his feet, wfth his accustomed vigilance 
and energy.| 

Mr. Wentworth. Is the amendment open to 
amendment ? 

The Chairman decided that the amendment of 
the Senate would first be open to amendment, and 
then the substitute. 

Mr. Wentworth. In the first place, I offer an 





were asked in the census of 1840 which no one 
was obliged to answer. The bill of 1840 had much 
to do in defeating the Democratic party. ° 

Mr Calhoun. I really think there 1s 4 grea 
deal in what the Senator from Florida has said. 
if L were to seek an illustration of the action of 
this Government in extending the concentration 
of power, I should select this very census bill 
and the extension of the Patent Office. The 
Constitution of the United States made it our 
duty, every ten years, to provide for the enume- 
ration of the inhabitants of this country as a 
basis of representation, This provision has been 
seized upon, and extended from minutia to minu- 
tie, until you have come to inquiring into the 
operations of Iabor, and all that. Why are we 
to collect these statistics? Is it to su ede the 
proper work of the States, and States which are 
competent to carry it on themselves ? Why not 
leave it to them, if the statistics are desired by 
them? What have we to do with it? Sir, I 
know that the census bill of 1840 made provision 
for inquiries about eggs, and hens, and all that. 

He moved to lay the bill upon the table, but 
the motion was rejected. 

Mr. Butler also opposed the bill, for reasons 
similar to those expressed by Mr. Calhoun. | 

Mr. Hunter of Virginia differed from those 
views, and was strongly in favor of obtaining all 
the correct statistical information possible, re- 
specting the labor and resources of the country. 

The bill and amendment were laid upon the 
table, (probably with a view of acting upon the 
House bill on the subject.) 

The Army bill coming up for consideration, 
Mr. Baldwin moved an amendment, securing the 
habeas corpus and trial by jury to the people of 
California and New Mexico, which was rejected. 

The bill establishing a Territorial Govern- 
ment in Minesota was taken up, and the amend- 
ment of the House, fixing the time for its going 
into operation on the 10th of March.next, was 
non-concurred in. 

The Indian Appropriation bill having been 
returned from the House with sundry amend- 
ments, the Senate resolved to disagree, and ap- 
pointed a Committee of Conference. 

The Army Appropriation bill was taken up, 
amended, and passed. 

Several private bills were disposed of; after 
which, the Senate adjourned. 





Fripay, Marcu 2, 1849. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, the rules were sus- 
pended for the purpose of taking up the bill to 
establish a Board of Commissioners to carry into 
effect our treafy with Mexico, adjust claims, &c. 
° Mr. Smith moved a substitute (being the bill 
as it came from the Senate) and three amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Stanton said— 

“ The amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania {Mr. J. R. Ingersoll] presents the only 
issues Which can be made in the case. The ori- 
ginal bill proposes to limit the indemnity to the 
amount of three and a quarter millions of dollars, 
according to the limitation of the treaty. The 
amendment, on the contrary, has no such restric- 
tion, but prevides for the- payment of the full 
amount’of all the claims which may be awarded 
by the commissioners. Another issue, subordi- 
nate to this, presented by the 4th section of the 
amendment, relates to the character of the claims 
adjudicated by the commissioners under the 
treaty of 1839, and not decided by the umpire— 
the amendment treating these claims as fully ad- 


again established before the new commission. 
These are the main issues, presented directly and 
pointedly for the decision of the House.” 

A long debate took place on the bill, the great 
anxiety being to guard against fraudulent claims 
At last the previous question was moved and 
seconded ; the main question was ordered; the 
amendment of Mr. Ingersoll was rejected, that of 
Mr. Smith adopted; motion to lay the bill, as 
amended, on the table, lost—yeas 43, nays 152, 
The bill was then passed without a division. 


amendment to the amendment of the Senate; and, 
before the substitute is acted upon, I shall move 
to amend it. His amendment was in the follow- 
ing words: 

“ Provided, That there shall be neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitude in the said Territory, 
otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, 
whereof the party shall have been duly con- 
victed.” 

Mr. Wentworth asked for tellers, who were 
appointed—Messrs. Venable and Nicoll. 

Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, inquired of the 
Chair if the amendment was germane? |Laugh- 
ter.] The amendment was rejected—yeas $9, 
nays 96—by tellers. 

[Yeas and nays cannot be ordered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. Of 
course the dodgers can operate to advantage, as 
they may escape without notice. | 

A recess followed; then, a session, commencing 
at six o’clock, Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, in the 
Chair. 

Mr. Wentworth said, before the question was 
taken, he wished to offer another amendment to 
the original amendment of the Senate. It was 
sent to the table, and read, as follows : 


“ Provided, That the inhabitants of said Ter- 
ritory shall be entitled to enjoy all and singular 
the rights, privileges, and advantages, granted and 
secured to the people of the Territory of the 
United States northwest of the river Ohio, by 
the articles of compact contained in the Ordinance 
for the government of said Territory, passed of 
the 13th day of July, 1787, and shall be subject 
to all the conditions, restrictions, and prohibitions 
in said articles of compact imposed upon the peo- 
ple of said Territory.” 

The Chairman stated that the Chair was of 
opinion that the amendment of the gentleman 
from Illinois was not in order, and added, that 
the question could be tested by the Committee. 

Great excitement prevailed. 

Mr. Root. May I be permitted to remind the 
Chair—— 

[Cries of “ Order, order.” é <5 

‘The Chairman, (to Mr. Root.) Certainly the 
Chair would hear any suggestion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio. 

Mr. Root. I wish to state to the Chair that this 
amendment contains many other provisions which 
were not contained in the other amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. Pettit, (in his seat.) Five others. 

Mr. Root, (continuing.) Five other provisions. 
I only wish to call the mind of the Chair to that 
fact. 

The Chairman. The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from Ohio, that he would rule the 
amendment out of order upon other ground. The 
other conditions to which the gentleman alludes, 
contained in the Ordinance of 1787, are wholly 
inapplicable to this Territory. 

Mr. Root. From that decision I take an ap- 

eal. 
. Mr. Wentworth. I call for tellers on the ap- 
eal. 
, Mr. Ashmun. I wish to ask if it would be in 
order to hear the provisions of the Ordinance 
read, [Cries of “No, no,”] because I believe that 











Mr. Vinton said the Committee of Ways and 
Means had agreed to some of the amendments of 
the Senate to the General Appropriation bill, 
and disagreed to some. He asked leave to report 
the bill, and move its reference to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. Wentworth objected. |With a view, we 
presume, to throw as many obstacles in the way 
of the Walker amendment as possible. | 

Mr. Vinton moved a suspension of the rules, 
which was agreed to, and the bill was referred. 

The Speaker laid before the House a message 
from the Senate, announcing the suspension, by 
that body, of the 16th Joint Rule, for the residue 
of the session, so as to admit bills to be sent from 
one House to the other. The resolution was in- 
formally laid upon the Speaker’s table. 

The House agreed, the rules being suspended, 
to close debate on the Civil and Diplomatic Ap- 
propriation bill, five minutes after it was taken 
up in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. The Army and Fortification bills on the 
Speaker’s table were referred to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, on the 
Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation bill, Mr. 
Stephens, of Georgia, being called to the chair. 

The amendment of the Senate, striking out the 
provision of the bill which abolished whipping 
in the navy, was non-concurred jn—against the 
amendment, 93 ; for it, 43. ~ 

The Senate amendment, appropriating $30,000 
for the City Hall building in Washington, was 
agreed to—yeas 83, nays 72. An amendment, ap- 
Propriating $20,000 for cleaning out the canal 
Was non-concurred in; as was the amendment 
appropriating $6,000 to Richard M. J ohnson, for 
the Choctaw Academy. 

The other amendments were agreed to, except 
the Walker amendment in relation to the Ter- 
ritories. This the Committee of Ways and Means 
proposed to amend as follows : 

“That the President of the United States be. 
aud he is hereby, authorized to hold possession of 
and occupy all the Territories ceded by Mexico 
to the United States by the treaty of the 2d day 
bbe yond = ioe oe he be authorized for 
thority of the United States and tue ve ones 






the Chair is right, if the amendment is only con- 
fined to the subject of slavery. If it includes 
other things, it is a new proposition, and there- 
fore in order. 

The Chairman. The Chair will again have the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from IIfi- 
nois read. The Chair takes occasion to request 
that every gentleman be still, and quiet, and lis- 
ten, and hear the amendment read, and then gen- 
tlemen can judge for themselves. Gentlemen will 
all take their seats. ; 

The amendment was again read. 

The Chairman. The opinion of the Chair, the 
Chair will again state, is, that so far as it relates 
to the subject of slavery, the amendment is iden- 
tical with the provision rejected before the recess, 
and therefore out of order. 

So far as relates to “all and singular ” the pro- 
visions of the Ordinance of 1787, it is inapplica- 
ble to this Territory, and therefore out of order 
on the ground of irrelevancy. 

‘Mr. Ashmun. The Committee, then, ought to 
know (what the Chair does know, of course) what 
the other provisions-of the Ordinance are. Lask, 
therefore, that it may be read. 

[Cries of “ Object, object.”] 

The Chairman. It is not in order to have it 
read. R 

The question on the appeal was taken by tel- 
lers, (Messrs. Wentworth and Pendleton,) who 
reported—yeas 85, nays 84. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment was ruled out of order. 

Mr. Wentworth rose, he said, to a point of 
order. 

There was great confusion in the Hall. 

The Chairman said that no motion would be 
received until. the Committee should come to 
order. 

Mr. Wentworth. Will the Chair be so good as 
to state what the original number on the appeal 
was before the addition was made? 

The reply of the Chairman was not distinctly 
heard, but he was understood to say that he had 
taken the count from the Clerk. 


[No one can conceive of the intense feeling ex- 
hibited during this struggle. The confusion was 
great, and there was a shout, when the count 
showed one majority in favor of sustaining the 
decision of the Speaker—a decision dictated, 
clearly, by his sectional bias, although we do not 
believe he was conscious of this. Up to this 
time, the Southern men and their Northern help- 
ers had carried the day, but the tide was turning. 
The progress of the struggle shows how much 
may be accomplished by tenacity of purpose and 
skilful tactics. Every member that could be out, 
was at his post; every man on the alert. At 
times, fifty members in an instant would spring 
from their seats, stretching forward, and crying 
out, at the top of their voices, Mr. Cuarnman! 
It was a struggle between Liberty and Slavery, 
where members could not be held to a strict re- 
sponsibility. The resources of the champions on 
both sides were taxed to the utmost. No peint 
of order was overlooked, no technicality or form 
which could yield advantage was neglected. Mean- 
time, the magnificent chandelier, suspended in 
the dome, and brilliantly illuminated, revealed 
“ sea of heads” in the surrounding galleries, 
moving responsive to the excitements of the 
House.] ~ 
- Mr. Schenck moved to amend the amendment 
of the Senate by striking out, in the twelfth and 
thirteenth lines, the words, “west of the Rio 
del Norte.” 

Several members on the left of the Chair stated 
oe in that part of the Hall could be 


hi 
The Chairman said he would again request 











“ That nothing in this act shall be so construed 


as to extend any law relating to the coastwise 
slave trade to California and Rew Mexico.” 


Some conversation followed on a point of order. 
The Chairman ruled the puividivent to be in 


er. 

[The Speaker resumed the Chair, informally, 
to receive a m 8 in writing from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by the hands of J. K. 
Walker, Esq., his private secretary. 


Tellers were appointed, (Messrs. Pendleton and 
Sidney Lawrenc ¢.) 


The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 89, nays 82. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

[It is a fair presumption that those who voted 
against this reasonable amendment, were in favor 
of extending to the Pacific ocean the coastwise 
slave trade, asit is practiced on the Atlantic coast. 
Mr. Sawyer, of Ohio, Mr. Bridges, of Pennsyl- 
vania, and others of that class, voted against the 
amendment.] 

Mr. Rockwell, of Connecticut, moved to amend 
the amendment of the Senate, by adding: 

“ Provided, further, That the provisions of this 
section of the act shall continue in force, unless 
sooner repealed, until within six months after 
the rising of the next session of Congress, and 
no longer.” 

Agreed to—yeas 90, nays 82. 

[Then followed another effective blow.| 

Mr. Hunt, of New York, moved to amend the 
amendment of the Senate, by adding a proviso, 
that the laws of Mexico, abolishing slavery in 
the said ‘Territories, shall remain in full force un- 
til the same shall have been repealed by the au- 
thority of Congress. 

Mr. FI. asked for tellers; which were ordered, 
(Messrs. Meade and Rockwell of Connecticut.) 

Mr. Fulton raised the question of order on the 
amendment. 

The Chairman ruled the amendment to be in 
order. 

Mr. Meade inquired if it was in order to move 
an amendment to the amendment ? 

The Chairman said it was not. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
amendment— 

Mr. Pettit asked that it might be read ; and it 
was again read. 


order on the amendment. 


The Chairman said he had ruled it to be in 
order. 


The question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 95, nays 87. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Meade, of Virginia, submitted the fol- 
lowing : 

“ Provided, further, That nothing in this act 


the rights of the States of this Union, or the 
citizens thereof, now secured by the Constitution 
of the United States.” 


judging rightly enough that no act of Congress 


Senate amendment a pretty effectual Wilmot 
Proviso.] 

No other amendment being offered, the ques- 
tion was upon the substitute proposed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

‘[Mr. Root, of Ohio, rose to offer an amendment 
to this. 
order, on the ground that the bill was the text, 
the amendment of the Senate, the first amend- 
ment, that of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
the second, so that the third was inadmissible, 
as it Would be an amendment in the third degree. 
It was held on the other hand that, the amend- 
ment from the Senate, not, originating in the 
House, was an original proposition, so that the 
amendment of the Committee of Ways and Means 
was only in the first degree, and Mr. Root’s was 
therefore in order. As no debate is allowed on 
points of order, members endeavored to in- 
fluence the action of the House, by interrog- 
ataries propounded to the Chair. All this 
was done amidst great disorder, the friends of 
Walker’s amendment sometimes calling to order 
most vociferously, at other times drowning the 
voice of the questioner, as well as the answer to 
his question, in a babel of discordant sounds. 
Mr. Root appealed at last from the decision of the 
Chair, but the appeal was not sustained. | 

The question then recurred upon 
the substitute of the Committee of 
Means ; which was read. 

Mr. Grinnell called for the reading of the Sen- 
ate amendment as amended ; which was read. 

The question wasthen taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Root and Meade.) who reported—yeas 17; the 
nays were not counted. 

So the amendment of the Committee of Ways 
and Means was rejected. 

[The slaveholders would not vote for it, be- 
cause it impaired the force of the Senate amend- 
ment: the Proviso men would not sustain it, be- 
cause they had fixed the Senate amendment to 
suit themselves. | 


Mr. Vinton moved that the Committee rise 
and report the bill. 

It was suggested by several gentlemen that the 
question ought to be taken upon agreeing to the 
Senate’s amendment as amended. 

The Chairman stated that he understood that 
the motion to.strike out and insert having been 
rejected, it was equivalent to the adoption of the 
matter proposed to be stricken out. 

Mr. Murphy asked the unanimous consent to 
make a verbal amendment to the amendment, 
relative to the purchase of papers of General 
Washington. ; 

Mr. Giddings rose to a point of order, which, 
he said, would have priority over the proposition 
of Mr. Murphy. He understood the Chair to say 
that the question was now settled, and that no 
further question was to be put upon concurrence 
in the Senate’s amendment. The amendments to 
the Senate’s amendment, he understood, had been 
gone through with; the question had been pro- 
pounded upon striking out that amendment, and 
inserting the substitute of the Committee of Ways 


to 
ays and 


and insert, (which was a motion indivisible by the 
rules of the House) Did not the question recur 
upon agreeing to the Senate’s amendment ? 

The Chairman replied that the parliamentary 
law was different; but under the rules of the 
House, he believed the position of the gentleman 
from Ohio was correct. The question was, there- 


amended. 


tion having been taken) they reported—yeas 7; 
the nays were not counted. 

So the amendment of the Senate, as amended, 
was rejected. 

[Had the Committee risen without taking any 


would have stood asa part of the bill, and the 


Mr. Green, of Missouri, raised the question of 


contained shall interfere with or abridge any of 


[The amendment was rejected. The members 


could impair any constitutional right. By this 
time, they had succeeded in ingrafting upon the 


The Chair ruled all amendments out of 


and Means; the House had refused to strike out 


fore, upon agreeing to the Senate’s amendment as 


Tellers were asked and ordered, and (the ques- 


vote on the Senate’s amendment as amended, it 


the well-known proclivities of several of the ma- 
jority, the friends of freedom augured danger, 
when it came to a contest with the South.] 

After various attempts to take up promiscuous 
business, the House resolved.itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the Army and the Fortifica- 
tion bills, as amended by theSenate. There was 
disagreement on over two péints. The Commit- 
tee then rose, reported the bills, and, as amended, 
they were passed. 

A bill to pay for horses and other property ta- 
ken in the last war with Great Britain, was con- 
sidered and passed. ~ So alto was a bill to abolish 
imprisonment for debt in certain cases, * 


TERRITORY OF MINESOTA. ° 
__ The bill to establish a Territorial Government 
in Minesota came up. The Senate had concur- 
red in all the amendments of the House, with the 
exception of that one which postponed the opera- 
tion of the bill until after the 10th of March. 

Mr. Sibley moved the previous question ; which, 
by yeas 81, nays 35, was seconded. ~ 

And the main question'was ordered to be now 
taken, (which was on coxcurring in the amend- 
ment of the Senate.) 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL, 

A message was received from the Senate, by A. 
Dickens, Esq., Secretary, informing the House. 
(amongst other things.) thet the Senate insisted 
on their amendments to this bill which had been 
disagreed to by the House, and that the Senate on 
its part had appointed a Committee of Confer- 
ence. 

On motion of Mr. Vinton, it was ordered that 
a Committee of Conference be appointed on the 
part of this House, to join said committee on the 
part of the Senate. - 

Soon after, the House adjpurned. 

SENATE, 

The Vice President, accorling to previous no- 
tice, addressed the Senate on the occasion of: his 
retiring from the chair. Mr. Atchison, of Mis- 
souri, was elected President pro tem. Mr. Dallas, 
in the course of his brief valedictory, said : 


“ Although it so happened that equal divisions 
have occurred during my official teym with unu- 
sual frequency—not less than thirfy times —and 
although no one can be insensible to the signal 
responsibility of giving to this or the other scale, 
on such contingencies, the final preponderance, | 
am not aware of having faltered in casting my 
suffrage as, in my conscience, I believe the people 
of the United States, and especiaky that vast ma- 
jority of them whose judgments and affections 
cling with ever-renewing conviction and devotion 
to the harmony and duration of the Union, would 
have prescribed. Of the cardinal duties of Amer- 
ican functionaries, I have deemed that to be the 
foremost which consists in practically upholding 
and exemplifying the beneficence, independent 
social organization, equality, and fraternity, so 
distinctly and directly inculcated in the Constitu- 
tion. Nor, Senators, is any man fit to participate 
in the government of great societies, with ele- 
ments combined as ours are, who hesitates about 
disobliging the few who have access to or sur- 
round him, for the sake of the many whom he can 
never see. In these reflections lies the simple and 
safe rule of truly patriotic action. I am far from 
the self-flattery of supposing that the deciding 
votes, so often and sometimes so suddenly requir- 
ed at my hands, conformed unerringly to this 
rule; but I cannot repress the hope that time and 
trial will prove them to have been as positively 
right as I am absolutely certain they were rightly 
intended.” 

The customary resolution of thanks to the 
Vice President for his dignity and impartiality, 
was then passed. 

Mr. Cameron, from the Select Committee on 

the Census, reported back the House bill on the 
subject. 
* A great variety of miscellaneous business was 
transacted, and many House bills were disposed 
of. The nsual appropriation bill was considered, 
amended, reported, and passed. The Civil and 
Diplomatic bill, having been returned from the 
House, was taken up. 

Mr. Atherton moved that the Senate insist on 
its amendments to said bill, disagree to the amend- 
ment of the House, and ask a Committee of Con- 
ference ; which was agreed to. 

After the consideration of some further busi- 
ness of no general interest, the Senate adjourned. 

[The Committee of Conferenee, on the part of 
the Senate, consisted of Messrs, Berrien, Dickin- 
son, and Atherton—on the partof the Bouse, of 
Messrs. Vinton and Nicoll. The complexion of 
the Senate committee showed the purpose of the 


to the House.] 
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Mr. Bright presented the credentials of Gov. 
Whitcomb, elected Senator from Indiana, for six 
years from the 4th inst., when the term of Mr. 
Hannegan will expire. 

Mr. Dix, from the Committee of Commerce, re- 
ported, without amendment, the House bill to ex- 
tend the revenue laws over Upper California, and 
establish a collection district therein, and asked 
its immediate consideration. After debate, on mo- 
tion of Mr. King, the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Atherton, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported, with an amendment, bill authorizingthe 
coinage at the Mint of gold dollars and double 
eagles. The amendment was agreed to, and the 
bill was then passed. 
concurred in the amendment.] 


insisted upon their amendments to the Military 
Appropriation bill, and a Committee of Conference 
was appointed, [by both Houses.] 

Mr. Douglas, chairman of the Committee on 
Territories, reported back House bill to establish 
the Territorial Government of Upper California, 
and moved that the committee be discharged from 
its further consideration. He stated that he had 
found it impossible to get the committee together, 
though he had several times notified them to 
meet. 

Mr. D. subsequently moved to take up the bill, 
stating that it was his desire to make one more 
effort to givea Territorial Government to Califor- 
nia. If the committee were not disposed to dis- 
charge their duty, that was no reason why the 
_people of California should be deprived of a Gov- 
ernment. 

After further remarks by Messrs. Butler, Rusk 
and Hamlin, the motion to take up was negatived, 
by yeas and nays, 25 to 28. 

Mr. Cameron introduced a joint resolution au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Senate, Clerk of 
the House, and Clerk of the Joint Committee on 
Printing, to audit and settle the accounts of the 
public printers during the recess. Passed. [The 
House struck out the Clerk of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Printing, and then also passed the reso- 
lution.| 

Theamendment of the House to the supplemen- 
tary act for the admission of Iowa and Florida 
into the Union, was agreed to, and so the bill 


Senate or its presiding officer to concede nothing | 


previous question would have brought the House 
to a vote on the said amendment as amended. It 
would then most. probably have been rejected, as 
the slaveholders and many of the Proviso men 
would have voted against it, though for different 
reasons. But if it had been sustained, no harm 
could have been done, for the evil of Walker’s 
amendment was nearly counteracted, and at all 
events, the Senate Would certainly have disagreed 
to it. But, by calling for a distinct vote in the 
Committee on the amended amendment, and pro- 
curing there its rejection, then when it rose, the 
previous question would bring the House to a di- 
rect vote on the original amendment of the Sen- 
ate. Such was the effect.] 

On motion of Mr. Vinton, the Committee rose. 
Mr. Stephens demanded the previous question. 
There was a second, and the main qnestion was 
ordered to be taken. 


stands passed. 

Mr. Hannegan, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported back House amendment to the 
bill to carry into effect the 5th article of the trea- 
ty with Mexico, in reference to e6mmissidher, sur- 
veyor, and other officers to run the boundary line, 
with a recommendation that the Senate non-con- 
our therein. [The amendment is that, before re- 
ported, requiring that these officers shall be ap- 
pointed from the corps of Topographical Engi- 
neers, and thus nullifying the a or ara alrea- 

' dy made and confirmed by the Senate. 

After debate, by Messrs. Baldwin and Allen, 
the bill, on motion of the latter, was laid on the 
table, with the understanding that the salaries of 
these officers, provided for in the bill, should be 
provided for by an amendment to one of the ap- 
propriation bills. 

Mr. Breese, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a resolution to authorize the em- 
ployment of a suitable person to collect and com- 
a the laws of Mexico up to the 13th May, 1846 

ving a bearing on land claims in California and 
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‘continued in the evening session from six 10 ten | 
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moved to lay the bill and amendments on the ta- 
ble, but it was, by yeas and nays, decided in the 
negative, 22 to 31. 


The debate was continued by Messrs. Calhoun, | 


Foote, and Hunter. Without concludi 
ter gave way to enable Mr. Atherton, 
of the Finance Committee, to move that the Sen- 
ate concur in the amendments of the House to the 
fortification bill, which was agreed to—so that the 
bill stands passed. 

Mr. Atherton further stated that the Committee 
of Conference on the di ing votes of the two 
Houses, on the Indian appropriation bill, had met, 
but could come to no agreement in relation to the 
amendment of the House providing for an addi- 
tional issue of five millions of treasury notes. He 
was proceeding to state the position of the case, 
apparently with a view to prove that this issue is 
not required, and to point out the manner in 
which the difficulty may be compromised, when 
the hour of four having arrived, the Senate took 
the usual recess until 6 o'clock, P.M. — 


Nieur Session. 

Mr. Hunter resumed and concluded his remarks 
on the bill to establish the Home Department of 
the Government. 

He was followed by Mr. Badger, when Mr. 
Atherton moved to lay the bill on the table. Lost, 
19 to 29, 

The vote was then taken, by yeas and nays, on 
Mr. Hunter’s motion, e at the morning ses- 
sion, to strike out the 13th and 14th sections, pro- 
viding for a Comptroller of Customs and Assis- 
tant Secretary ofthe Treasury. The question being 
divided, the Senate refused to strike out the first, 
20 to 33, and the second, 19 to 34. 

Mr. Mason proposed to amend by striking out 
and. inserting so as to provide simply for an As- 
sistant Secretary of the Treasury, without creat- 
ing a new Department. - 

Upon this amendment a protracted debate en- 
sued, in which Messrs, Mason, Foote, Calhoun, 
Webster, Jefferson Davis, Allen, Mangum, Ber- 
rien, Downs, Niles, and Dickinson, participated, 
when the vote was taken by yeas and nays, and 
the amendment was rejected, 23 to 30. 

The bill was then read the third time and pass- 
ed, 31 to 25. 

Mr. Badger made a report from the Committee 
of Conference on the naval appropriation bill, 
which was agreed to in both Houses, and so the 
bill stands passed. 

Mr. Downs presented the credentials of Hon. 
Pierre Soule, elected a Senator from Louisiana, 
for six years from the 4th inst.,in place of Mr. 
Johnson, whose term then expires. 

Mr. Jefferson Davis made a report from the 
Conference Committee on thearmy appropriation 
bill, which was agreed to by both Houses, and so 
the bill stands passed, 

Mr. Atherton reported, from the Committee of 
Conference on the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill, that the committee could not agree in 
regard to Mr. Walker’s amendment, stricken out 
by the House. A similar report was made in the 
House. 

Mr. Atherton, from the Committee of Confer- 
ence on the Indian appropriation bill, reported 
that the committee could not agree in regard to 
the amendment of the Senate, appropriating 
$1,200,000 for the Cherokees, under treaty stipu- 
lations, and the amendment of the House provid- 
ing for an additional issue of $5,000,000 Treasu- 
ry notes.” He proposed that the Senate recede 
from its amendment, and that the House recede 
from theirs. TheSenate receded accordingly, and 
the House subsequently receded from theirs. So 
the bill stands passed. 

Mr. Walker, from the Committee on Contin- 
gent Expenses, reported a resolution to pay the 
clerks, messengers, pages, &c., of the Senate, ex- 
tra pay, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Fitzgerald presented the credentials of 
Hon. Lewis Cass, elected a Senator from Michi- 
gan, to fill the vacancy occasioned by his own re- 
signation, and he was qualified and took his seat. 

Mr. Hannegan, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported House amendments to the bill 
providing for a board of commissioners to examine 
and decide the claims of American citizens under 
the late treaty with Mexico, and the Senate con- 
curred in the amendments. So the bill stands 
passed. 

A great number of private bills, many of which 
had before passed the House, were taken up and 
passed. 

To one of these, for the relief of Joseph Nor- 
ris, Mr. Walker proposed an amendment appro- 
priating $23,350, for the expenses of the Territo- 
rial Government of Minesota, which was agreed 
to, and the amendment was subsequently concur- 
red in by the House. 

House bill to extend the provisions of the act in 
relation to passenger vessels, was passed. 

House bill providing for the recording of con- 
veyances of vessels and for other purposes, was 
taken up, and after some was, on motion, 
laid on the table. : 

The Senate went into Executive session at abou 
half-past eleven, and after some time spent there- 
in, the doors were again opened, when 

A message was received from the House, at 
about 121¢ o’clock, communicating the action of 
that body in relation to the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the Civil and Diplomatic Ap- 
propriation Bill. 

The amendment of Mr. Thompson, adopted 
by the House, as a substitute for Mr. Walker’s, 
was read. 

It authorizes the President to hold and occupy 
all of California and New Mexico acquired by 
the treaty with Mexico—to employ such parts of 
the army and navy as may be necessary to pre- 
serve order—the existing laws there to remain in 
force, and the civil and municipal authority to be 
exercised by such persons as the President shall 
appoint—the revenue laws of the United States, 
and laws relating to the public lands, applicable, 
to be extended to this Territory—martial law not 
to be proclaimed except in the trial of persons be- 


the lat- 


The House subsequently | longing to the army and navy. 


A protracted debate ensued, in which Messrs. 


On motion of Mr. Jefferson Davis, the Senate | Mason, Underwood, Foote, Hamlin, King, Doug- 


las, and Jefferson Davis, participated ; and in the 
course of which various motions were made, but 
not decided—when it was proposed by Mr. Jeffer- 
son Davis that the Senate should insist upon its 
amendments, and ask a Committee of Conference. 


| His object he stated to be, that all that related to 


California and New Mexico might be stricken 
out, and the passage of the bill, so necessary to 
the operations of the Government, secured. . 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Foote, Hunter, Douglas, and Westcott, when, at 
a quarter past two, Mr. Foote called Mr. West- 
cott to order, on the ground that the constitu- 
tional existence of the thirtieth Congress had 
terminated, and they were sitting there without 
a shadow of authority. 

Mr. Westcott, however, was permitted to pro- 
ceed, and concluded his remarks. 

Mr. Yulee expressed his doubt as to the con- 
stitutionality of their present proceedings, and 
he therefore, at half past two, moved that the 
Senate adjourn sine die. 

The yeas and nays were requested, and Mr. 
= requested that the House might be 
called. 


Mr. Webster protested against any such course. 
They had no power to adjourn, without the con- 
currence of the other House; and should the 
President go home, they would have the satisfac- 
tion of sending him the bill, if it were not until 
ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. Mason moved to strike out that part which 
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Mr. Mason’s proposition, modified by the accept- 
ance of Mr. Berrien’s, and it was decided in the 
negative—21 to 27. 

Mr. Foote protested any farther legis- 
lation, on the constitutional ground, and moved 
an adjournment. The yeas and nays were or- 
dered, when Mr. Foote raised the point that no 
person should vote whose constitutional term had 
expired, but he was declared to be out of order. 

The motion to adjourn was lost—7 to 34. 

The question was about to be taken on a mo- 
tion by Mr. Webster to agree to the amendment 
of the House, when Mr. Foote, after some very 
earnest remarks against the constitutionality of 
their proceedings, in which he stated his determi- 
nation to spread the whole matter before the 
American People, again moved that those Sena- 
tors, whose constitutional term expired at mid- 
night, should not be itted to vote. His mo 
tion was again ruled out of order. 

Mr. Turney also, at considerable length, ar- 
gued that the constitutional existence, not only 
of the thirtieth Con put of the President of 
the last four years, hed terminated—the Presi- 
dent of the Senate being now de facto President 
of the United States. 

r. Webster was disposed to make one more 
effort. He was willing to withdraw his motion 
to concur, if gentlemen were then willing to 
make the motion to recede from the Senate’s 
amendment, and let the bill stand purely as an 
appropriation bill. 

r. Atherton (Mr. Webster yielding the floor) 
moved that the Senate disagree to the House 
evan, and then recede from its own amend- 

_ Mr. Houston addressed the Senate in depreca- 
tion of the extraordinary proceeding of the Sen- 
ate during the past night. He had witnessed 
disorder, confusion, revolution, but never before, 
order turned into chads—never before had he 
witnessed seenes which filled him with such pain- 
ful emotions. Without-the States and the Union, 
California was as nothing, and he trusted that 
they would recede, and do their duty to the coun- 
try. oo o< 

Mr. Walker insisted that their only course was 
to agree or disagree to the House amendment. 

After some further remarks from Mr. Douglas, 
the question was taken on Mr. Atherton’s motion 
by yeas and nays, and it was decided in the af- 
firmative—38 to 7. ; 

So the Senate disagreed to the House amend- 
ment, and receded from their own amendment, 
and the Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation bill 
stands passed, without further action by the 
House, and without any provision in regard to 
California and New Mexico. Those Territories 
are therefore to be left without other Government 
than they now have, until the next Congress shall 
assemble. [The bill was signed by the President 
pro tem. of the Senate and Speaker of the House, 
sent , President Polk, and received his signa- 
ture. 

The bill from the House, to extend the reve- 
nue laws over Upper California, and create a col- 
lection district therein, was, on motion of Mr. 
Dix, taken up and passed. 

A resolution from the House, to adjourn, was 
concurred in, and a Joint Committee appointed 
to wait on the President, who subsequently re- 
ported that they had performed the duty, and 
then the Senate adjourned sine die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr. Ashmun submitted a resolution, providing 
that a marble bust of the late John Quincy 
Adams, by King, procured by the voluntary con- 
tributions of members of the House, shall be 
placed in a suitable position in the Speaker’s room, 
and that a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars 
be paid from the contingent fund, to defray the 
expense of transportation, &c. from Boston 
Washington. Agreed to—125 to 14. 





to 
On motion of Mr. Tallmadge, the bill to wid 


lish a branch mint in the city of New York was 
taken up and passed. 

The House took up the amendments of the Sen- 
ate,to the Naval Appropriation bill, concurred in 
some and non-concurred in others. [A Commit- 
tee of Conference was appointed in both Houses.| 

The House disagreed to one of the amendments 
of the Senate to the joint resolution of the Sen- 
ate, providing for a distribution, to literary insti- 
tutions in the several States, of copies of the 
American Archives. 

The House receded from its amendment to the 
Minesota Territorial bill, fixing the 10th instant 
as the period when it shall go into effect ; and so 
thgubill stands passed. 

e Senate bill, to provide for the running and 
Carking of the northern boundary of Iowa, was 
sed. 

The House concurred in the ist, 3d, and 4th 
amendments of the Senate to the bill providing 
that all moneys collected from customs, &c., shall 
be paid directly into the Treasury, without de- 
luction or abat t, and to tho2d with a further 
amendment, in which the Senate subsequently 
concurred ; and so the bill stands passed. 

Bill to abolish imprisonment for debt, in cer- 
tain cases, was passed. [It makes the laws appli- 
cable to the United States courts conform to the 
State laws in this respect.| 

Senate bill, to provide for the recording of re- 
gisters of vessels, and for other purposes, was 
passed. 

Also Senate bill to reduce the price of mineral 
lands in the Lake Superior and Chippewa land 
districts. 

A great number of enrolled bills were signed 














ee it Was decided in the affirmative, 

Mr. Pettit raised the i 
tional existence of the oe pw 2 y ipvane 
being after 12 o’clock, though the clock told but a 
quarter past 11, at which point it remained for 
the remainder of the night. 

The Chair overruled Mr. Pettit’s motion 

Mr. Vinton rose and stated the absolute neces- 
sity for passing the bill, and moved that the House 
recede from all the other disagreeing amena- 
ments. The House receded accordingly, without 
a division. ; 

Mr. McDowell—Mr. Cobb temporarily occupy- 
ing the Chair—offered the usual complimentary 
resolution to the Speaker, for the dignity and im- 
partiality with which he had discharged the du- 
ties of the Chair. 

Mr. Andrew Johnson moved to amend the reso- 
lution so asto make it read “ undignified and par- 
tial in his conduct asa presiding officer,” and pro- 
ceeded to give his reasons for offering the amend- 
ment. His amendment was rejected, only 15 
members voting for it,and the resolution was then 
agreed to, without a division. 

Some other business was disposed of, when a 
resolution was introduced to pay the clerks, assis- 
tant door-keepers, m gers, pages, &c., the usu- 
al extra pay, which, after amendment, was 
adopted. 

While the latter was under consideration, Mr. 
Johnson, of Arkansas, offered an amendment 
granting $500 to one of the door-keepers, for his 
expenses in taking home the body of Hon. James 
A. Black. It was objected to, and Mr. J. made 
same angry remarks, and, as I understand, subse- 
quently accused Mr. Ficklin of opposing his reso- 
lution. Mr. F.denied it; but Mr. J., it is stated, 
persisted, and called himad—d puppy. A scuf- 
fle ensued, and Mr. Inge, of Alabama, struck Mr. 
F. with his cane over the forehead, causing blood 
to flow. When first noticed from my desk, Mr. 
Johnson was violently pushing Mr. Ficklin over 
the seats, and both were striking and struggling. 
They were immediately surrounded and separat- 
ed, Mr. Ficklin’s face Dieeding freely, and he was 
led out into the Sergeant-at-arms’ room. 

Mr. Thompson, of Miss., moved that the House 
adjourn sine die, but the motion was negatived. 

After some further business, a resolution was 
agreed to, that a message be sent tothe Senate, in- 
forming that body that the House had disposed 
of the business before them, and were ready to 
adjourn sine die. 

‘The Speaker delivered his address, and then 
the House adjourned. 
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by the Speaker, returned to the Senate, and there 
received also the signature of the President pro 
tem. of that body. 

A great number of Senate bills, not of public 
interest, were read the third time and passed, 
without amendment; and several others with 
amendments, which were returned to the Senate 
for concurrence. 

At half-past 3 P. M. the House tcok the usual 
recess. 

Nieut Szssion. 


The only business of importance transacted in 
the House, is noticed in the preceding Senate re- 
port. The proceedings were chiefly confined to 
the reports of the Conference Committees, and 
to the passage of private bills. 

A resolution was adopted, authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Senate and Clerk of the House to 
contract for any engraving which may be requir- 
ed between this and the next session of Congress. 

The House agreed to the report of the Confer- 
ence Committee on the Naval Appropriation bill, 
which had been previously agreed to by the 
Senate; and so the bill stands passed. 

Mr. Vinton made a report, similar to that made 
by Mr. Atherton in the Senate, from the Commit- 
tee of Conference on the Civil and Diplomatic 
Appropriation bill, viz: that the committee were 
unable to agree; and the House again proceeded 
to the oonsideration of Mr. Walker’s amend- 
ment, which constituted the principal subject of 
difficulty. 

Mr. Ashmun moved that the House insist upon 
its amendment, but withdrew the motion. 

Mr. McClernand moved that the House recede. 

Mr. Wentworth moved to lay this motion on 
the table. Lost. 

Mr. McClernand’s motion was then decided in 
the affirmative—111 to 106. 

Mr. Morehead moved to strike out of Senate 
amendment the words “ west of the Rio Grande,” 
and add a proviso, that nothing therein shall be 
construed to affect the claim of Texas to a just 
and true boundary. Adopted—1i86 to 20. 

A long discussion ensued on a point of order, 


relating to the 


provides that the existing laws shall remain in 
force, &c. 

Mr. Berrien moved to amend, so as to leave the 
question as to whether the law of Mexico regu- 
lating slavery remains in force in a ceded terri- 
tory, after the transfer, open, to be decided by 
the Supreme Court. 

Mr. Butler would rather lose the Appropriation 
bill than give his consent to the amendment of 
the House, though he was ready to strike all out 

: *Perritories, as suggested by the 
Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. Yulee insisted that the Senate could not 
now recede from their amendment, as it had 
passed from their hands into the possession of the 
House. 

Mr. Webster had resisted the introduction of 
this subject into this bill. It had no business here 
in the first place; but they could not now strike 
out what they had agreed to and the other House 
had agreed to, but they might amend it. 

Mr. Foote asked the Senator from Massachu- 
setts to yield the floor to him for a single remark. 

Mr. Webster. Certainly; but for God’s sake | ° 
be short. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Foote’s remarks, in the confusion which 
succeeded, were not heard. 

Mr. Webster ed. The question was 
whether this Snare . be mn peopered eae ‘was 
not disposed to blink—he was ‘out, 
and rid his skirts of ibility. Beh 

Mr. Berrien again addressed the Senate at 
some length, when he was called to order by Mr. 
Cameron, as having spoken more than twice 
the subject. 


as to whether the only question was not on con- 
curring in the Senate’s amendment. The Chair 
decided against the point raised. 

Mr. Bayly appealed, and Mr. Wentworth 
moved to lay the appeal onthe table; when Mr. 
Payly withdrew it. 

Mr. R. W. Thompson proposed a substitute, as 
a compromise, essentially the proposition of Mr. 
bob oogad in the Senate, though somewhat modi- 

ed 


Mr. Bayly raised the point that the amend- 
ment is not in order. The Chair overruled it, 
and Mr. Bayly led. 

Mr. Wentworth moved to lay the appeal on 
the table, and the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk’ was proceeding to call the roll, 
when there was considerable excitement in the 
area, a little to the right of the Speaker’s chair. 
Some members appeared to be holding Mr. 
Meade, who was greatly agitated. The Sergeant- 
at-arms appeared to be en sob Sey pacify him. 
Mr. G gs was standing near the spot, on the 

te side of the area from where he usually 
ts, and not far from Mr. Meade’s seat. 


The Speaker called upon members to take their 


seats. : 

Mr. Bayly insisted that the members should 
take their own seats, as a member had come over 
there to insult one of his colleagues. 

Mr. Giddings retired to his own side of the 
House, and Mr. Meade to his seat. - 

A call of the House was refuscd—13 to 193. 

Mr. Collins moved that the House adjourn, but 
the Chair decided the motion not to be in order, 
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thout the concurrence of the other House. 
he was ap- | Mr. Collins appealed, but the Chair was sus- 
Mr. Thompson’s amendment was then adopt- 
| ed—111 to 105. 

.| Mr. Pettit moved to lay the bill, as amended, 
onthetable = 

The Speaker ruled the motion out of order. | 


order, and had taken his seat, 
proached by Mr. Foote, 
made some remark not 
but which Mr. 
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The vote was then taken by yeas and noys on | ed by the mn of Mr. Thompson’s com- 











